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NEWSLETTER 

Cover Girls August Fellowship 
Highlights September 3, 1833 

The New York Sun newspaper first 
appeared, marking the beginning of 
the ñpenny pressò, inexpensive 
newspapers sold on sidewalks by 
newspaper boys.  The paper focused 
on human interest stories and 
sensationalism and by 1836 was the 
largest seller in America with a 
circulation of 30,000. 
 
September 8, 1883 
The Northern Pacific Railroad across 
the U.S. was completed. 
 
September 22, 1862 
President Abraham Lincoln issued a 
preliminary Emancipation 
Proclamation freeing the slaves in 
territories held by Confederates as of 
January 1, 1863. 
 
September 29, 1789 
Congress created the United States 
Army, consisting of 1,000 enlisted 
men and officers.  
 
 
September Flower 
Aster and Morning Glory 
 
September Birthstone 
Sapphire 

ñWhich woman in the Bible do you 
most identify with?ò  The answers 
included many great women in the 
Bible.  The second ice breaker was 
ñWhat is your talent or gift?ò  The 
responses were amazing.  Our church is 
full of talented women. 
 
Before relinquishing her stance, 
Missionary Walker read the August 
birthday list, then blessed us all by 
singing her choice of ñHappy Birthdayò. 
 
Our fellowship stretch felt more like a 
workout than a stretch.  Sister Kathy 
focused on the arms moving up and 
down and backwards and forwards.  She 
yet reminded us to stay hydrated and 
walk more. 
 
Our word for the month, ñIdentityò, 
holds a spiritual dimension that 
transcends the natural world.  This dual 
aspect, natural and spiritual, forms the 
foundation for a richer exploration of 
oneself. 
 
Cover Girlsô President, Lady Vanessa 
Macklin warmed our hearts with 
greetings and special thanks to those 
who took the time to attend.  She spoke 
from Philippians 4:8-9 encouraging us 
to think on the things learned, received, 
and heard; and the God of peace will be 
with us! 
 
Ladies let us not forget our commitment 
to support this amazing ministry 
because our leader is doing amazing 
things for the kingdom of God! 
 
Let us encourage one another, pray for 
each other and be kind to each other. 

We are back!  The monthly zoom 
fellowship is back in business.  
Cover Girls logged on early, greeted 
one another, catching up on whatôs 
happening, and seeing how things 
have been going lately! 
 
Missionary Chelece Williams took a 
script from the children's program 
ñRomper Roomò pretending to be 
Miss Mary Ann and went through 
the list of those online saying, ñI see 
Vickki, I see Charlotte, I see Angel, 
I see Carol, I see First Lady, I see 
Lisa, I see Kehran, I see Yvette, and 
many more that joined the meeting.  
 
Missionaries Carol Walker and 
Yvette Glasgow facilitated the 
evening.  It was such a blessing to 
have Missionary Walker, and the 
praises went forth to show it! 
 
Back in style, first on the agenda 
was prayer.  Missionary Gerri 
Rogers did not miss anything when 
asking God to bless not just the 
evening but also blessings over our 
families.  The scripture Sister 
Angelina shared, Galatians 
5:1,encouraged us. 
 
Singing is just one of Missionary 
Gail Webbôs talents.  She goes 
beyond to enlighten us about the 
author before singing a verse or two.  
Our song of the month is ñHoly 
Spirit Thou Are Welcome in This 
Placeò written in 1977 by Dottie 
Rambo.  Most artist come out of the 
church but she gave up country 
music and became a Christian! 
 
What would a Covergirl night be 
without an ice breakeré  
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GTI COVER GIRLS  

DID YOU KNOW 

NorCal 25th Year Anniversary 



 

Inspirational 
Testimony 

Sister Delanda Burgess 

Healthy Aging 

Aging Gracefully and Faithfully 
 
Isaiah 46:4 (NIV) - "Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he 
who will sustain you.  I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain 
you and I will rescue you." 
 
September is Healthy Aging Month, a time to focus on the positives of 
aging and celebrate the wisdom and vitality that come with each new year. 
No matter our age, we can continue to grow in faith, health, and purpose. 

 
Here are a few keys to healthy aging: 
 
1.  Stay connected with friends, family, and church community. 
 
2.  Keep your body moving with regular, safe exercise.  Check out the 
Family Life Complex. 
 
3.  Nourish your body with fruits, vegetables, and plenty of water. 
 
4.  Keep your mind sharp by reading, learning, and serving others. 
 
Our older members are a treasure to the church.  They are the prayer 
warriors, the wisdom keepers, and the faithful mentors who inspire 
younger generations.  Letôs create opportunities to celebrate their 
contributions through testimonies, service recognition, or 
intergenerational fellowship. 
 
Even for those not yet in their senior years, healthy aging starts now.  The 
habits we form today, spiritually, physically, and mentally can bless us for 
years to come. 

Healthy Living 

ò 
ñYou are a child of God.  You are wonderfully made, 
dearly loved, and precious in His sight.ò Psalm 139. 
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I want to share a recent experience that 
truly reminded me of God's grace and 
protection.  

 

A couple of weeks ago, I was at my 
grandson's game in Pleasant Hill for about 
three hours.  When my daughter and I 
walked back to my car, she noticed the 
trunk was open.  My daughter said, ñMom, 
did you just pop the trunk from the field?ò 
I realized then that we had forgotten to 
close it after getting our things out earlier. 

 

My trunk had been open for the entire 2 
1/2 hours, and as a regular commuter, I 
usually have a number of important items 
in there, including purses, shoes, my 
laptop, and iPad.  I'm incredibly thankful to 
say that absolutely nothing was missing.  It 
was a clear reminder of God's goodness as 
a protector and provider, and it truly 
reinforced my belief in the blessings that 
come from tithing. 

 

I'm grateful for these ñlittle thingsò that 
show His presence in our lives. 

 

Deuteronomy 31:8 

ñIt is the Lord who goes before you.  He 
will be with you; he will not leave you or 
forsake you.  Do not fear or be dismayed.ò 

 

Inspirational Scripture 

But they that wait upon the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31 



 

 
 

 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
No turning back, no turning back 

 
The world behind me, the cross before me 
The world behind me, the cross before me 
The world behind me, the cross before me 
No turning back, no turning back. 

 
We make many decisions on a daily basis, some good, some bad, 
and some in a split second.  Every decision you make will have 
some sort of lasting effect.  Sometimes, you may question yourself, 
ñDid I make the right decisionò?  When it comes to making the 
choice to follow Jesus, there is only one choice you should make 
and that is a YES!  The Bible says, ñChoose ye this day whom you 
will serve.ò  Itôs not going to be easy and there will be times you 
will want to give up.  We used to sing a song that says, ñIôve been 
running for Jesus a long time and Iôm not tired yet.ò  Well, I can 
tell you, I have gotten tired and weary but I know this race is not 
given to the swift nor the battle to the strong but to him that 
endureth to the end.  You have to keep your focus on the cross.  So, 
when you feel yourself getting tired, rest-but like Bishop Sheard 
preached, ñDonôt get stuck at a rest stop.ò  So, no matter what may 
come your way, be determined to follow Jesus all the way.  
Turning back is not an option. 
 
If you missed the 25th Silver Anniversary of the NorCal 
Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, you missed a mighty 
move of God.  Every day and night the Lord showed up and 
showed out.  The presence of the Lord was in the building from the 
opening prayer to the benediction.  When you thought it couldnôt 
get better than the night before, the Holy Ghost said, ñNot so.ò  I 
enjoy the convocation because itôs a time of fellowshipping with 
the saints and having good old fashion church.  I want to thank all 
the cover girls for all the gift cards and cards on Ladies Day.  Your 
kindness and generosity is overwhelming. 
 
Ladies, are you ready for our Girlsô Day Out to Old Sacramento?  
We are on our way by Amtrak in just a few days (September 20th).  
The cost for the round trip train ride is only $58.00 per person  If 
you havenôt done so already, reserve your seat on the train after 
service today because we have to give a count to Amtrak this week.   
We are going to have a fun day of shopping, enjoying the sights, 
and sisterhood.  Letôs get together, make memories, and celebrate 
us. 
 
Remember, let the love of God rest, rule, and abide in you always 
and show kindness everywhere you go because kindness is who we 
are. 
 
Blessings, 
Lady Vanessa Macklin 

Greetings Cover Girls 

Happy Birthday 

 Greetings  
We honor and celebrate 

August Birthdays 
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Connie Cox 

Etana Imani 

Naomi McCoy 

Traneek Logan 

Yvette Glasgow 

Carol Walker & 
Dad Walker 



Words of Wisdom  
4 

Godôs Goodness 
 

The scripture reads, ñRejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.ò (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).  When I read this scripture the other day, I had a revelation that in the midst of 
the storm, I will continue to rejoice because nothing is impossible with my God.  I will pray because I have the faith to 
believe He can turn any situation around, and I will be thankful because regardless of what we are going through, it could 
always be worse.  The 17th chapter of Luke tells us about a story of ten lepers who asked God for healing and the Lord 
cleansed them from that sickness but only one leper came back and fell to his feet giving thanks.  Only one out of ten 
glorified God for the miracle of healing.  Donôt be like the other nine foolish lepers, taking God and His goodness for 
granted because no good will come from that.  The scripture tells us to rejoice always meaning rejoice when he fulfills our 
petitions before Him and rejoice even when He doesnôt because itôs about His will and not ours. 
 
So, instead of focusing on what we are believing Him to do next, be grateful for the miracles and blessings He has already 
bestowed over your life and in your life.  The fact that you are sitting here reading these Words of Wisdom means you have 
breath in your lungs, and your brain is functioning.  The fact you can read and comprehend His word, is reason enough to 
rejoice and thank Him for His goodness. 
 
Stop and think about everything the Lord has done throughout your life.  Maybe, He healed you or He healed a loved one.  
Maybe, He gave you favor at work for a promotion.  Maybe, He released the anxiety and depression that had overtaken your 
life and gave you peace.  Maybe, He delivered you from alcohol, drugs, or another addiction and turned your life around.  
How many times has He given you a second, third, or fourth chance.  Whatever the circumstances were or the situations you 
were in, write it down, so on the days you become discouraged while you are waiting for Him to bless you with more, you 
can look at the list and remember how great our God is because He has always shown up and shown out in your life. 
 
 
Written By: 
Missionary Ashley Myrick 

The 64,000 Dollar Question 

Connie Cox - ñTravel the world.ò 

Angel Marshall - ñNever get a credit card.ò 

Chandra Winters - ñTime goes much faster than 
conceptual.  Trust God and go for your dreams.ò 

Yvette Glasgow - ñYour mother knows you better than 
you know yourself.ò 

Crystal Brownlee - ñShow yourself grace.  You can do 
all things.ò 

Danielle Smith - ñShow your personality.ò 

Bertha Harris - ñFollow your dreams for RN.ò 

Benita McLarin - ñStart savings and investing in your 
twenties.ò 

Sunny Vaughn - ñSlow down.ò 

Linda Lax - ñIn life...Donôt settle!ò 

Gloria Wright - ñPress your way and finish that 
Coding Class in 1977!ò 
Aineicia Ransburg - ñNever change to fit in, you were 
meant to stand out.ò 
Eldreai Ellis - ñDonôt rush through the journey.ò 

Kim Patton - ñStart investing early.ò 
Traneek Logan - ñStay true, trust the Lord, and be patient.ò 
Tina Chaney - ñKnow your value and add the tax.  Proverbs 
31:10.ò 
Charlotte Hines - ñLife is unpredictable and not always fair, 
our only guarantee is that God is in control and His will must 
be done.ò 
Frantasia Mason - ñNo matter what, keep trusting God!  Itôs 
going to work out.  Keep Him in the driving seat.  He loves 
you and knows best.  Donôt panic and make permanent 
decisions in temporary situations.ò 
Naomi Carter - ñStay in nursing school.ò 
Staci Palmer - ñBreak generational curses.ò 
Krystal Smith - ñYour parents DO know what they are 
talking about.ò 
Gail Webb-Goodwin - ñDonôt marry your first husband.ò 
Paula James - ñNever let anyone devalue your worth, walk 
in confidence.ò 
Pat Wheeler - ñDiscovering Jesus early in life will save you 
a lot of trouble.ò 
Etana Imani - ñStay in the United Stated Air Force for 20 
years and just stick it out!ò 
Sabrina Jones - ñStay focused on your schooling/career 
goals and STAY with GOD!ò 

If you could go back in time and tell 
the younger you one thing what 
would it be? 



 

August Birthdays 
Continues... 

We are not able to take group pictures, so Iôm asking you to send me your 

picture for the birthday shout outs.  So all of the September birthday 

ladies, send me your picture for the October Cover Girls Newsletter. 

You can send it to: awiley1999@aol.com 

     Text (510) 459-8867 
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Brenda Scott 

Danielle Smith 

Cover Girls Unsung Heroes 

Every month, the Cover Girls Newsletter honors a member who works in 
ministry not to be seen but because they love the work they do.  They are 
our Unsung Heroes.  This month, we celebrate Sister Danielle Fluker. 

Sister Dani (as she is affectionately called) has been a member of GTI since 
1993.  Prior to joining GTI, she was a member of her uncleôs church, 
Greater Wayside COGIC.  Her uncle became ill and passed away, so she 
was looking for another church home.  Her mom and aunt were living near 
New Sweet Home COGIC Church and was under watch care of Dad 
Macklin.  Sister Dani attended the Womenôs Conference at GTI and fell in 
love with this ministry.  She joined immediately and her mom said, ñIf you 
joining, Iôm joining too.ò 

Her mom, Sister Ernestine Hunt became the president over the Executive 
Hospitality and she worked with her mom in this ministry.  The Executive 
Committee is responsible for working with Bishop and his special guest.  
She makes gift baskets for all of Bishopôs special guests and makes sure the 
baskets are available in their hotel rooms upon their arrival.  If the guest is a 
woman, she arranges with transportation to provide concierge services.  
When her mom passed away, Bishop Macklin appointed her as the president 
of the Executive Hospitality Ministry.  Sister Dani also works closely with 
Mother Gloria Hunt during the NorCal Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
Convocation.  She is available day and night to provide assistance to Mother 
Hunt as needed. 

Sister Dani also works with Sister Martha Stamper in the Finance 
Department.  With the departure of two others leaving, Sister Martha asked 
her if she would help with the approval from Bishop Macklin.  Sister Dani 
works with the Finance Committee every Sunday unless she is out of town.  
She also helps Sister Prima in hospitality as needed.  Sister Dani is a 
dedicated, committed, laborer in the body of Christ.  She is willing to assist 
in whatever needs to be done.   

Sister Dani has a busy schedule.  Besides all the work she does at the 
church, she works full time as a Supervisor Probation Officer for Adults in 
San Francisco, CA.  She is also  a member of the Delta Signa Theta 
Sorority, Inc. since 2002 and the Links Incorporated since this past May. 

Sister Dani loves her church and leaders.  She loves that Bishop Macklin is 
passionate about the community and providing 
help and resources wherever needed.  The church 
has a variety of ministries that reach not just adults 
but children too as well to equip them with the 
tools they need for service. 

Sister Dani is committed to the ministry and will 
continue to call GTI her church home as long as 
she is single.  If and when she gets married, she 
knows she will have to move if necessary.  But in 
the meantime, she will continue to do the work of 
the Lord.  She is such a blessing to GTI. 

Devall Omosheyin 

Tiffaney Rideout 

Delanda Burgess 



 

Evette Newton - ñListen to your mom when she warned you 
about wearing 3-4 inch heels that you will feel the effects 
when you get older.ò 
Myrel Ross - ñFocus on education and obey Godôs Word!ò 
Pamela Riley - ñNot to worryéGodôs grace and mercy is 
sufficient.ò 
Vivian Irving - ñBe your authentic self and be confident in 
YOU!ò 
Ruby Brown - ñSave and invest more to be available for a 
rainy day.ò 
Van Hill - ñDonôt try to know anybody until you know 
yourself better.ò 
Ann Nutt - ñStay with God!ò 
Renea Wilson - ñDonôt do anything that you know is wrong, 
even if a person in authority tells you itôs right.ò 
Teresa Gibson - ñPlan better for early retirement.ò 
Jennifer Morris - ñThey are not making fun of your accent, 
they loved that you were different.  You are a perfect child of 
God.ò 
Sherri Washington - ñYou will get through it!ò 
Cynthia Dunn - ñBelieve that everything happens for a 
reason.ò 
Tiffaney Rideout - ñDonôt settle and achieve the hard goals 
set for yourself.ò 
Jacque Fennoy - ñDonôt stay on a job you donôt love for the 
money.  Donôt be afraid to pursue your passion.ò 
Lynette Johnson - ñBecome the Architect/Artist you wanted 
to be.ò 
Lillian Roberts ï ñDo not wear high-heel platforms.ò 
Theresa Willis - ñYou are more than enough.ò 
Lady Vanessa Macklin - ñVanessa...Donôt do it!ò 
Isabel Harris - ñPut more money in the 401K plan especially 
since the job was matching your contribution.ò 
Delanda Burgess - ñSpend more time with the older people 
that you love, they will not be here forever!!!ò 
Pamela Gossett - ñDonôt be afraid to take a chance.ò 
Kathy Hines - ñTotally complete your education.ò 
Chelece Williams - ñKeep yourself until marriage.ò 
Carol Walker - ñThis too shall pass.  Wait to see the end 
result.  Donôt panic midstream.ò 
Meredith Walker - ñItôs okay to dream big because some 
dreams do come true.ò 

 

 

Octoberôs 64,000 Dollar Question 
 

In honor of Lady Vanessa Macklinôs 
birthday, if you had to choose a word 
that starts with the letter ñVò to 
describe our First Lady what would you 
choose? 
 
 

Get On Board 

The Cover Girls don't stand still and let grass grow 
under their feet!  They are always on the move.  If 
you ever had the opportunity to be a part of any of 
the previous fellowship, it is a time for us to get to 
know each other outside the church walls.  These 
outings serve as a vessel for evangelistic 
opportunities to spread the gospel to others. 

 

When the Cover Girls appear on the scene, they 
can't be ignored.  Smiles, greetings, and kindness 
fills the atmosphere wherever we go.  People 
gravitate to us and want to know who, what, and 
where we are from.  What a perfect way to let our 
lights shine and invite them to church or just tell 
them about Jesus. 

 

Some of the exciting places we have gone included 
the Cheesecake Factory where we were dressed in 
our ugly sweaters, San Francisco Pier 39 where we 
were tourists enjoying the sights and the shopping, 
and the Oakland Museum where we enjoyed the 
beautiful art and exhibits.  Our First Lady, 
Missionary Vanessa Macklin always has wonderful 
adventures and creative plans for us to enjoy and 
make some unforgettable memories. 

 

Now, we are getting ready to board the train and 
not the ñMidnight Train to Georgiaò but we are 
going to Old Sacramento on September 20th.  
When was the last time you rode a Choo Choo 
train?  I was about 5 years old for my first train 
ride.  I enjoyed some oatmeal with my Mama on 
the Southern Pacific but we are not riding those 
trains.   

 

We are going by Amtrak.  ALL BOARD!!  This 
train is going to be full of fun.  The view alone is 
breathtaking.  We will enjoy eating, shopping, and 
experience the sights and sounds of all the Cover 
Girls having a great time.  Don't miss the train.  It 
is not too late to get a ticket. 

 

If you have not gotten involved with the Cover 
Girls Ministry, this will be a wonderful time to get 
to know your sisterôs in Christ.  It is not a clique, a 
club, or a secret society.  We are women of God 
uplifting each other and sharing the Word of God.  
Proverbs 17:22 says, ñA merry heart doeth good 
like a medicine:ò 

 

Keep an eye for upcoming events and remember to 
tell a friend.  We are better together. 

 

Written By:  Sister Vickki Savoy-Griffin 

6 Whatôs Happening 

Now 



  

Pilateôs Wife 

Written By: 

Missionary Sharon Burns 

 

Pilateôs Wife 
If You See Something Say Something 

 
ñWhen he was set down on the judgement seat, his wife sent 
unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man:  
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of 
him.ò  Matthew 27:19 
 
This woman of the Bible was the wife of Pontius Pilate, a 
Roman governor of Judaea, who presided over the trial of Jesus. 
He is also known for consenting to his death.  Bible scholars 
later reveal her name as Claudia Procula.  She alone spoke up on 
Jesusô behalf. 
 
On the day Jesus stood before Pontius Pilate, his wife had a 
troubling dream.  The impact agonized her to such extreme that 
she sent a message to the judgment hall  to warn her husband 
advising against punishing an innocent man.  She told her 
husband, ñHave nothing to do with that Man.ò  But her warnings 
against what he was about to do was not heeded.  Instead of 
hearing and agreeing, he consented to the desire of the irate 
crowd to crucify Jesus. 
 
Women of God, take confidence to obey God.  When God gives 
us a work to do, He will also give us the power to align 
ourselves to His purpose.  Pilateôs wife demonstrated Godly fear 
and boldness.  She acted without hesitation by faith. 
 
When we see an impending danger or a bad situation, and we 
have a word from the Lord, say something.  We expose the 
wicked schemes of evil in doing so, weather the hearer agrees or 
not,  God will enabled us to do his work and speak with 
boldness. 
 
ñThe wicked flee when no man pursueth:  But the righteous are 
bold as a lion.ò  Proverbs 28:1 
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Have Thine Own Way, Lord 
 
 

Composer:  Adelaide A. Pollard 
Born:  November 27, 1862, Bloomfield, Iowa 
Died:  December 20, 1934, New York, NY 
Written:  1906 
Occupation:  Evangelist & Religious Bible 
Teacher 
Scriptures:  Vs. 1; Jeremiah 18: 6, Vs. 2; Psalms 
139: 23-24, Isaiah 64: 8 

 
 

LYRICS 
 

Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 

Thou art the potter, I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, after thy will 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 

 
Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 

Search me and try me, Savior today! 
Wash me just now, Lord, wash me just now 
As in thy presence, humbly I bow. 

 
Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 

Wounded and weary, help me I pray! 
Power, all power, surely is thine! 

Touch me and heal me, Savior divine! 

 
Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way! 

Hold o'er my being, absolute sway. 
Fill with thy Spirit, till all shall see 

Christ only, always, 
living in me! 

 
 
Chosen and sung by: 
Missionary Gail Webb-Goodwin 

Song of the Month 



 

8 NorCal Holy Convocation 



 

9 Letôs Have Church 


