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Cover Girls July Fellowship 
Highlights 

 
August 1, 1838 
Slavery was abolished in Jamaica.  It 
had been introduced by Spanish 
settlers move than 300 years earlier in 
1509. 
 
August 11, 1841 
Frederick Douglass, an escaped slave, 
spoke before an audience in the North 
for the first time.  During an anti-
slavery convention on Nantucket 
Island, he gave a powerful, emotional 
account of his life as a slave.  He was 
immediately asked to become a full-
time lecturer for the Massachusetts 
Antislavery Society. 
 
August 16, 1896 
Gold was discovered in Rabbit Creek, 
a tributary of the Klondike River in 
Alaska, resulting in the Great 
Klondike Gold Rush. 
 
August 21, 1959 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed a proclamation admitting 
Hawaii to the Union as the 50th state. 
 
 
August Flower 
Gladiolus and Poppy 
 
August Birthstone 
Peridot, Sardonyx, and Spinel 

You will never be confused on who is 
serving you, because it will be ñLadies 
in Pinkò and ñMen in Blackò at each 
event! 
 
Chuckles busted out when they heard 
someone say, ñit is a do as youôre told 
shirt,ò  Of course all in good humor. 
 
In true Glad Tidings fashion, our guests 
from Seattle Washington were allowed 
to be first in line to enjoy the wonderful 
food for this month.  It was a pleasure to 
also have our guest speaker, Bishop 
Reggie Witherspoon to have words 
during the fellowship.  As always, itôs a 
blessing to hear from our leader, Bishop 
J.W. Mackin as well. 
 
You never know what Lady Macklin is 
serving until you get in line.  While you 
thought hamburgers, hotdogs, and chips 
were appropriate because after all it was 
July rightéthe best item were her baked 
beans!  I saw people coming back for 
just beans!  Then for dessert, everyone 
enjoyed strawberry shortcake with whip 
cream.  It felt like you were at a 
backyard barbeque with family and 
friends. 
 
Once again, we salute our First Lady 
and all those who serve so freely for 
another great Sunday! 
 
We canôt wait until next 3rd Sunday to 
see what is in store for the August 
Birthday Celebration. 

What do you remember about our 
Wednesday Night Zoom?  Was it 
rocking to a song from our tech host,  
was it the ability to respond in the 
chat, or was it that you did not have 
to drive?  No matter what you chose 
or added, third Sundays has taken 
the lead by storm! 
 
Our July celebrants had the privilege 
of sitting at reserved tables with 
their guests.  As the room began to 
fill, Sister Pamela Dennis and Sister 
Angel Marshall helped everyone to 
find a seat and got the event started. 
 
Sister Lillian Roberts thanked the 
Lord and asked for His blessings 
over the celebration and food.  The 
old and new scriptures, 2 Chronicles 
7:14 and Romans 8:28 were read by 
our own, Sister Krystal Smith and 
Sister Vickki Savoy-Griffin. 
 
This month, we had the pleasure of 
our First Lady, Missionary Vanessa 
Macklin give a warm welcome to 
everyone.  We were given specific 
instructions to get the first name of 
those at our table, creating 
intentional fellowship beyond just 
hello Sister or Brother Bell!  She 
encouraged everyone to really get to 
know the people sitting at your 
table. 
 
We have men that support the Cover 
Girls faithfully every month.  Lady 
Macklin had special shirts for each 
of them.  And because our Bishop 
leads them, she presented him with 
his shirt. 
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GTI COVER GIRLS  

DID YOU KNOW 

NorCal 26th Holy Convocation 

ñGod Specializes Inéò 



 

Inspirational 
Testimony 

Sister Marilyn Thurman What Does God Say About Mental 
Health Issues? 

 
The Bible does not directly address mental illness as a modern medical 
term, but it heavily emphasizes emotional struggles, a broken spirit, and 
the condition of the heart and mind.  Throughout scripture, Godôs message 
is one of profound empathy, comfort, and active support for the hurting. 
 
The foundational teachings and principles from the scriptures 
include: 
 

¶ Awareness and Comfort:  God is described as near to the 
brokenhearted and saving those who are crushed in spirit.  (Psalm 
34:18).  He promises to be a refuge in times of trouble.  (Psalm 9:9). 

¶ Not a Sign of Weakness or Sin:  Biblical figures such as Elijah 
(1Kings 19), David, and Paul experienced intense despair, anxiety, 
and physical/emotional exhaustion.  The text shows that these 
struggles are a universal part of human experience, not a reflection of 
weak faith or punishment. 

 

¶ Offering Peace:  Through teachings like Philippians 4:6-7 and John 
14:27, God invites individuals to bring their anxieties to Him in 
prayer and exchange them for a transcendent peace. 

 

¶ Encouragement to Seek Help:  Just as one would treat a physical 
ailment, mental and emotional anguish requires care.  Many Christian 
communities today emphasize that God provides wisdom to doctors, 
therapists, and mental health professionals, and reaching out for this 
help is a positive courageous step. 

 
Mental health challenges are a complex reality of human life.  Relying on 
faith and scriptures can be highly complementary to seeking medical 
support, therapy, and counseling to achieve holistic well-being. 
 
American Association of Christian Counselors (AACC) 
 
 
If you find yourself in a crisis, please call 988 which offers judgment-
free support for mental health, substance use, and more.  Text, call, 
or chat 988. 

Healthy Minds Moment 

ò 
ñYou are a child of God.  You are wonderfully made, 
dearly loved, and precious in His sight.ò Psalm 139. 
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On May 8th, at around 6:00 p.m., I was on 
my way to the Marina in San Leandro for a 
long, brisk walk when a car struck me from 
behind, totaling my car.  In just a split 
second, my life changed. 

 

Since the accident, I have been dealing 
with significant pain and health challenges. 
I had to insist that my doctor order an 
MRI, and the results showed that my spine 
was affected by the accident.  I am now 
attending physical therapy and will be 
seeing a spine specialist later this month. 

 

Through it all, I know that my God is a 
great God and greatly to be praised.  Life 
can change in an instant.  We see people 
suffer strokes, heart attacks, and other 
unexpected tragedies.  Thatôs why itôs so 
important to take care of ourselves, work 
hard to stay healthy, and not allow 
ourselves to be consumed by things we 
cannot control, bills, children, jobs, 
marriages, or dating. 

 

We all have trials and difficulties, but I can 
honestly say that I have never experienced 
pain or felt as helpless as I do now.  In the 
blink of an eye, your whole life can 
change. 

 

Even so, my faith has not changed.  I love 
the Lord with all my heart, and I am 
praying and believing for complete 
healing.  I trust that God is with me every 
step of the way and that He will restore my 
strength. 

Continue on Page 6 

Inspirational Scripture 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
fixed:  I will sing and give praise.  Awake 
up, my glory; awake psaltery and harp:  I 
myself will awake early.  I will praise 
thee, O Lord, among the people:  I will 
sing unto thee among the nations. 

Psalm 57:7-9 



 

 
 

There's a story behind my praise. 
That's why my hands, I'll continue to raise. 
I'm gonna praise him for the rest of my days. 
Oh There's a story yeah, behind my praise.  

 

If you see me crying, Oh that is a story. 
How He's been God for me, In all of his glory.  If you see me 

shouting, Oh Don't be amazed.  I just realize, where and when I was 
saved.  If you see me running, Oh don't you think it strange.  My 

heart He's rearranged. 
 

There is a story 
behind my praise my praise my praise. 
There is a story hahaha behind my praise. 

 
We all could write a book about the goodness of God.  Sometimes, I 
wonder how different my story would be if the Lord hadnôt come 
into my life and saved me.  What would my story look like if I had 
different parents who werenôt saved?  What would my story be for 
me, as something as simple as making a left turn instead of a right 
turn?  The Bible says in Psalm 37:23, ñThe steps of a good man are 
ordered by the LORD: And he delighteth in his way.ò  My story is 
still so incomplete.  There is so much to be done, but one thing I 
know: whatever may come my way, there is a story behind my 
praise. 
 
Ladies, the $64K question was for each of us to describe ourselves in 
one word.  I decided to give this task to my children.  You wouldnôt 
believe the lists of words my children came up with.  From their lists, 
I chose ñPracticalò.  It was both humbling and encouraging to see 
myself through their eyes. 
 
I'm excited to announce that we'll be traveling to Portland, Oregon, 
for the Women's Convention 2027.  While I'm thrilled to be returning 
to my hometown, I'm even more excited that many of us will be 
making the trip together aboard Amtrak.  Eighteen hours of 
fellowship, laughter, relaxation, and making memories sounds like 
an adventure you don't want to miss. 
 
If you plan to travel by Amtrak, payment for your ticket is due by 
August 30th.  The round-trip fare is just $200.00.  For additional 
information or to reserve your seat, please contact the church office. 
We hope you'll join us! 
 
Finally, I want to extend my sincere appreciation to Elder Lott for 
covering the activities of the AIM Convention 2026 in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  It was inspiring to see young people from across the 
country gather in worship.  One of the highlights of the convention 
was witnessing our Pastor, Bishop J. W. Macklin, being honored as 
the first chairman of the AIM Convention.  It was a well-deserved 
recognition and a truly memorable moment.  If you've never attended 
the AIM Convention, I encourage you to make plans to experience it 
in the future.  You will certainly be blessed. 
 
Blessings, 
Lady Vanessa Macklin 

Greetings Cover Girls 

Happy Birthday 

 Greetings  
We honor and celebrate 

July Birthdays 
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Cynthia Garrison 

Cheryl Bell 

Krystal Smith 

Marilyn Thurman 

Lillian Roberts 

Kehran Edmunds 

Dee Johnson 



Words of Wisdom  
4 

God Specializes Iné! 
 
Jesus specializes in miracles.  You often wonder how or when God will intervene during a troublesome situation in your life. 
Whether you are waiting for healing in your body, a financial breakthrough, promotion at work  or simply for the Lord to 
bless you with his precious Holy Ghost, we all desire something from the Lord. 
 
The Bible instructs us to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), meaning even when it gets difficult, even when you 
feel you arenôt being heard, we are instructed to keep praying.  Prayer is our communication with God.  Itôs how He hears our 
cries in the mid-night hour.  Praying is intertwined with trusting God.  The song says, ñI trust in God, my Savior the one, the 
one who will NEVER FAIL.ò  Therefore, to receive your God ordained miracle, you must pray without ceasing and trust God 
to do exactly what you are praying for Him to do. 
 
Thinking on this, made me think of one of the Lordôs many miracles in the Bible, Jesus turning five loaves of bread and two 
fish into enough food to feed 5,000.  Jesus knew His people were hungry, He knew what the need was because He heard the 
prayers of the righteous.  Jesus being the son of God, knew He trusted His father to supply the need and rather than become 
overwhelmed with how He was going to feed all these people with such little food, He leaned on His trust and faith in His 
father, and gave thanks and blessed the food.  He knew God was going to provide and he began distributing the portions 
knowing there was going to be more than enough. 
 
Next, comes the miracle, the food miraculously multiplied to feed everyone (Matthew 14:13-21).  The life changing lesson in 
this text is to trust in God, the one who NEVER FAILS, the one who can supply ALL your needs, the one who hears his 
people prayers, and the one that turns the impossible into the possible (Luke 1:37).  Trust God, your miracle has been 
shipped!  Go ahead believers, donôt wait for its arrival, ñmake a joyful noise unto the Lord.ò NOW! 
 
Written By: 
Missionary Ashley Myrick 

The 64,000 Dollar Question 

Lillian Roberts - Grateful 

Angel Marshall - Outspoken 

Tiffaney Rideout - Dependable 

Kristina Clark-Rodgers - Strategic 

Sheila Wilson - Encouraging 

Tina Chaney - Servant 

Ruby Brown - Devoted 

Marilyn Thurman - Caring 

Vann Hill - Charismatic 

Evette Newton - Giver 

Rosemary McFadden - Persistent 

Sheree Davis - Conscientious 

Naomi Carter - Pleasant 

Chelece Williams - Friendly 

Stacey Tucker - Faithful 

Vickie Viney - Caring 

Benita McLarin - Blessed 

Prima Davis - Listener 

Sunny Vaughn - Loyal 

Charlotte Hines - Empathetic 

Phyllis Walker - Resilient 

Lekisha Hagan - Kind 

Maria Lopez - Mother 

Staci Palmer - Compassionate 

Shirley Owens - Grateful 

Danielle Fluker - Resilient 

Connie McLain - Comrade 

Paula James - Authentic 

Nasiya Crutchfield - Adventurous 

Krystal Smith - Sensitive 

Mother Elizabeth Sharp - Consistent 

Jacque Fennoy - Unflappable 

Michelle Pierce - Miracle 

Juanita Waugh - Appreciative 

Mother Ernestine Wood - Caring 

Cheryl Bell - Funny 

Marion Harris - Resilient 

Devall Omosheyin - Kind 

Jackie Forks - Supportive 

Lisa Moody - Courageous 

Joyce Roberson - Giving 

Marie Brown - Resilient 

Myrel Ross - Multifaceted 

Paulette Noble - Different 

Lessa Villanueba - Resilient 

Lisa Marina Manivong - Lost 

Yvette Glasgow - Particular 

Continue on Page 6 

If you had to describe yourself in one word, 
what word would you choose? 



 

July Birthdays 
Continues... 

We are not able to take group pictures, so Iôm asking you to send me your 

picture for the birthday shout outs.  So all of the August birthday ladies, 

send me your picture for the September Cover Girls Newsletter. 

You can send it to: awiley1999@aol.com 

     Text (510) 459-8867 
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Pradena Goode 

Lady Mallori 
 Cuningkin 

Cover Girls Unsung Heroes 

Sheila Wilson 

 

Every month, the Cover Girls Newsletter honors a member who works in 
ministry not to be seen but because they love the work they do.  They are 
our Unsung Heroes.  This month, we celebrate Brother Ram Chandar. 

 

Brother Ram has been a member of Glad Tidings International COGIC 
since 2021.  He is originally from Figi Island.  He moved to the Bay Area 
in 1998 and then to Hayward in 2000.  He wasnôt involved in any church, 
however prior to visiting Glad Tidings, he went to visit his sister in New 
Zealand.  He was there for a month.  When he returned, he accepted an 
invitation from his other sister, Sue, who had already joined Glad  
Tidings.  Soon after, his mom, Mother Parrati started coming and both 
joined together. 

 

Unfortunately, his sister Sue passed away but he and his mom continue to 
come.  It was her divine mission in life to make sure her brother and mom 
had a good church home.  Even though his mom doesn't speak English, 
she comes every Sunday and attends Sister Rogersô Sunday School class 
because this was her daughterôs church and she wants to stay connected to 
the church her daughter loved.  You realize love is universal and family 
connection is important. 

 

Brother Ram is a part of the Campus Greeters (Green Coat Ministry).  He 
is faithful working in this ministry.  He stated, ñBishop told me I had to 
work.ò  So, he connected with the Menôs Ministry.  He said, he loves 
working in this ministry helping the members in the parking lot and in the 
lobby.  He enjoys greeting people coming to the church.  Every Sunday, 
you will find him at the front door welcoming all who enter into the 
sanctuary.  He also worked with the Outreach Ministry during COVID 
passing out baskets of food on a weekly basic. 

 

Brother Ram stated he loves his church.  He feels his life is much better 
since being a part of this ministry.  He said, ñEverything I have, God gave 
it to me.ò  He is so glad that he is able to come 
more often now that he is not working two jobs.  
He said, ñWhen I was working 2 jobs, I wasnôt 
able to be at church as much as I wanted to be.ò  
He had an accident and is not able to work 
because of his disability, so now, he can come all 
of the time. 

 

He stated he has a lot of respect for Bishop and 
he loves the work that he does in the community.  
He stated, ñBishop is a great leader and Iôm so 
glad to be a part of the Glad Tidings Church.  I 
am so happy here.ò 

Vickie Viney 

Karen Hill 

Sandra Banks 

Vickki Savoy-
Griffin 



 

Continue from Page 4 
 

Judy Mackey - Caring 
Marcia Gaulden - Resilient 
Mother Adrienne Green - Patience 
Frantasia Mason - Grateful 
Gloria Wright - Giving 
Chanda Winter - Grateful 
Virgina Lee - Blessed 
Allegra Tolefree - Real 
Danielle Smith - Unflappable 
Cynthia Garrison - Observant 
Ann Nutt - Believing 
Michelle Logan - Resilient 
Traneek Logan - Innovative 
Kathy Hines - Encourager 
Nikki Myles - Loyal 
Kathy Lyons - Faithful 
Etana Imani - Blessed 
Sister Sirmone Smith - Caring 
Isabel Harris - Loyal 
Sheila Wilson - Encouraging 
Phyllis Roberson - Attentive 
Theresa Donaldson - Forgiving 
Rosalind Houff - Delightful 
Sherry Pinkard - Resilient 
Tanisha Washington - Bold 
Bertha Harris - Genuine 
Naomi McCoy - Strong 
Connie Cox - Diva 
Pamela Dennis - Loyal 
Kehran Edmunds - Compassionate 
Precious Jackson - Friendly 
Delanda Burgess - Loyal 
Karen Hill - Caring 
Mother Mary Ann Johnson - Caring 
Vivian Irving - Lively 
Lynnette Johnson - Perseverance 
Brandy - Bright 
Heather Griffith - Lost 
Mariah Ochoa - Beautiful 
Danielle Milichichi - Unique 
Swavette Wilson - Believer 
Solana - Daughter 
Brittany Bookley - Relationship w/God 
Veronica Thorne-Dixon - Natural 
Dana Wiley - Selfless 
Rosemary Omoregie - Resilience 
Teresa Gibson - Helpful 
Vickki Savoy-Griffin - Unique 
Sharon Burns - Grateful 
Keisha Serrano - Misunderstood 
 

Septemberôs 64,000 Dollar 

Question 
 

If you could wake up and be able to speak a 
second language fluently, what would you 
choose? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY CONVOCATION 2026 

WOMEN'S DAY WORSHIP 

 

It's time for the NorCal Metropolitan Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction Holy Convocation.  The Convocation 
will be held on August 4-8, 2026.  This is the time 
when all 60 churches in the jurisdiction come 
together for a Holy Ghost time in the Lord. 

 

On Thursday, August 6th, it is Womenôs Day.  The 
theme for that day is ñHoly Women Answering the 
Call with Power and Authorityò, Jeremiah 9:17-20.  
Our Jurisdictional Supervisor,  Mother Gloria 
Hunt,  will grace us with her presence, along with 
NorCal's and our First Lady of Glad Tidings, 
Missionary Vanessa Macklin. 

 

Women get ready for a full day of worship, 
workshops, prayer, and intercession.  Morning 
Glory will be at 10AM, after which there will be a 
fireside conversation, ñIn Him I am Enoughò 
hosted by Evangelist Theresa Macklin-Johnson 
from California Northern 1st Jurisdiction.  We will 
also have the opportunity to participate in a 
walking challenge.  The attire for the morning 
events is church casual.  A splendid luncheon will 
be prepared for all the ladies, but the celebration 
doesn't end there. 

 

The evening service will begin at 6:30 pm.  There 
will be an Ordination Service for all new 
Deaconesses and Missionaries.  The gospel 
message will be delivered by Supervisor Barbara 
Bryant from 1st Ecclesiastic Jurisdiction Southern 
California.  Ladies, get ready to be empowered by 
a powerful woman of God.  Supervisor Byrant is 
anointed for such a time as this. 

 

Ladies, we are ready to answer the call.  It is 
Convocation time and it is happening at the Glad 
Tidings International COGIC, August 4-8, 2026. 

 

Written By:  Sister Vickki Savoy-Griffin 

Continue from Page 2 

 

As it says in James 1:2ï3 (NKJV):  ñMy brethren, 
count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
patience.ò 

 

I choose to stand on Godôs promises, trust His plan, 
and give Him all the glory.  I know that He is still 
in control, and I believe my testimony is not over 
yet. 

6 Whatôs Happening 

Now 



  

Tryphena and Tryphosa 

Written By: 

Missionary Sharon Burns 

 

Called and Commended 
ñSalute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who 

labor in the Lord.ò  
Romans 16:12 

 
In a single verse, the Apostle Paul honors Tryphena and 
Tryphosa, two women who share closely related names and a 
matching commendation for their labor in the Lord. 
 
Of Greek origin, their names mean ñdelicate, dainty, soft, or 
luxurious.ò Some historians suggest they were upper-class 
women who willingly traded elite comfort for the sacrificial 
work of the ministry. 
 
This serves as a powerful encouragement for us as Women of 
God and lay workers today, proving that Christ transforms lives 
and that our service matters far more than our social 
background. 
 
Apostle Paul recognizes them not as ordinary workers, but as 
exemplary women who labored to the point of exhaustion.  They 
did not serve half-heartedly; they labored with excellence and 
consistency.  Their legacy proves that God notices and rewards 
our commitment.  Because God is completely reliable, we must 
mirror His character in our own ministries.  Whatever we do, do 
it as unto the Lord. 
 
Their example reminds us that God rewards passion and 
commitment.  Just as He is dependable, we are called to imitate 
His consistency, knowing our heavenly reward is secure. 
 
As I Corinthians 15:58 reminds us, ñTherefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.ò 
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Lead Me, Guide Me 
 

Author:  Doris Mae Akers 
Birth:  1923, Brookville, Missouri 
Death:  1995, Edina, Minnesota 

Set To Music By:  Samuel L. Wesley 
Written:  1953, in Oakland, CA 

Notes of Interest:  She learned to play piano by ear at 
age 6 and wrote her first song at age 10.  Composed 
over 500+ gospel songs and hymns, including; 
ñThere's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in this Placeò. 

 

LYRICS 
 

 

Vs 1 
I am weak, and I need Thy strength and power 

To help me over my weakest hour; 
Let me through the darkness Thy face to see, 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

Refrain 
Lead me, guide me along the way; 
For if You lead me, I cannot stray; 
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
Vs 2 

Help me tread in the paths of righteousness; 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in Thee, 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 
Refrain 

Only believe, only believe; 
All things are possible, only believe; 
Only believe, only believe; 

All things are possible, only believe. 
 
 

Vs 3 
I am lost, if you take your hand from me; 
I am blind, without Thy Light to see; 
Lord, just always let me Thy servant be, 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

Refrain 
 

 

Chosen and sung by: 
Missionary Gail Webb-Goodwin 

Song of the Month 



 

 8 July Birthday Brunch 



 

 9 Great Fun - Great Fellowship 


