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DID YOU KNOW

August 7, 1990
Just five days after the Iraqi invasion

of Kuwait, President George Bush
ordered Desert Shield, a massive
military buildup to prevent further
Iraqi advances.

August 11-16, 1965

Six days of riots began in the Watts
area of Los Angeles, triggered by an
incident between a white member of
the California Highway Patrol and an
African American motorist. Thirty-
four deaths were reported and more
than 3,000 people were arrested.
Damage to property was listed at $40
million.

August 28, 1963
The March on Washington occurred

as over 250,000 persons attended a
Civil Rights rally in Washington,
D.C., at which Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. made his now
famous “I Have a Dream” speech.

August Flower
Gladiolus and Poppy

August Birthstone
Peridot, Sardonyx, and Spinel
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Cover Girls June and July
Fellowship Highlights

Well, it was impossible to meet yet
again for our monthly Cover Girls
Fellowship. Even though we were
not able to meet in person, let us not
forget the things we do at our
fellowships. You can still practice
those things on a daily basis.

We started each fellowship with
prayer, so start your day with prayer
everyday. Next, we would read the
Statement of Faith. By now, you
should know the State of Faith by
heart because this is what we
believe. Please quote your favorite
scripture or just read one that’s on
your heart at the moment.

Warm up your vocal cords and sing
a song that blesses you as loud as
you can in your home, car, or
shower in your own melodious
voice. Please do not try to sing like
Missionary Gail Webb!

And last but not least, do your
‘Fellowship Stretch’ starting with
arm rotations: 3 sets of 10 forward,
backwards and end with left to right
side movements. Also, add 30
minutes of a daily walk while
meditating on the goodness of God.
As Sister Kathy Lyons-Brown
would say, “Don’t forget to drink
your water.”

Normally, during the monthly
fellowship, we talked about events
that took place in the month. Here
are a few highlights for the months
of June and July. June Ist is Global
Day of Parents, June 8th is National
Best Friend Day, and June 19th is
Juneteenth.

July 4th is USA Independence Day,
July 9th is National Sugar Cookie Day,
and July 13th is National French Fry
Day.

The word for the month was Joy. Have
you ever wondered how many times the
word “Joy” appears in the Bible?

In the King James Version, it appears
approximately 165 times. It’s a
recurring theme of Christian joy,
highlighting powerful Bible verses
from the Old and New Testaments that
reveal what true joy looks like in a
believer’s life. Biblical joy is a deep,
abiding sense of peace and gladness
rooted in God. Here are a few
scriptures on “Joy”.

Peace and Joy: Romans 15:13; 14:17
Joy in God’s Presence: Psalm 16:11;
Joy and Rejoicing: Philippians 4:4;
God’s Joy: 3 John 1:4; Psalm 149:4

The good news of great joy is that it is
not a fleeting emotion but a deep,
abiding confidence in God’s goodness.
The Bible consistently reminds us that
true joy comes not from circumstances
but from a relationship with God.
Whether in times of blessing or
hardship, the invitation to rejoice
remains a powerful reminder for God’s
people. Joy is both a gift and a choice
that sustains us through every season of
life.

Now, we do miss the closing remarks
from our fearless leader, Lady Vanessa
Macklin but don’t worry, she is the
guest speaker for Women’s Night at the
NorCal Convocation on August 7th.




Inspirational
Testimony

Sister Jacque Fennoy

I give honor to my Lord and Savior who is
the head of my life and to my Pastor,
Bishop Jerry Wayne Macklin and First
Lady, Missionary Vanessa Macklin whom
I love very much!

When I look back over my life and think
about all the things God has pull me
through, my soul rejoices at His grace and
faithfulness towards me.

In early December 2024, I experienced
severe stomach pains. After about 3 days
of almost unbearable pain, my daughter
took me to the emergency room. I was
given antibiotics for 7 days and I was
supposed to be fine. After about 4 days, I
was not feeling any better, so my daughter
took me back to the emergency room.
They discovered that I had a bacterial
infection in my colon and had [ waited just
hours to come in, my body would have
been sceptic. But God!

The surgeon came to the emergency room
and informed me that I would be admitted
and I should be prepared for them to
remove the part of my colon that was
infected. This was the plan should the new
antibiotics not begin to correct my
situation within the next day.

I immediately told her that removing my
colon was not an option and that the Lord
was going to make a way.

Continue on Page 6

Inspirational Scripture
Psalm 51:1-2

Have mercy upon me, O God, according
to thy lovingkindness: According unto
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot
out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, And
cleanse me from my sin.

Healthy Minds Moment

Becoming a Trauma-Informed Church
Four “Rs” of What it Means to be Trauma Informed

1. REALIZE: the frequency and pervasiveness of trauma

e Educating congregation members and ministry leaders about the
prevalence of childhood adversity and trauma

e ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences)
e ACEs are traumatic events that happen between ages 1 and 17.

e Creating a culture of awareness

2. RECOGNIZE: the signs and symptoms associated with trauma

e Individuals who have experienced trauma often behave in
unpredictable, unreliable, and unstable ways, as a result of the
biological and chemical changes in their bodies and brains.

e  We may feel disgusted or frustrated; but if we consider asking what
happened to you, instead of what is wrong with you, we can possibly
uncover the real problems or burdens.

“You are a child of God. You are wonderfully made,
dearly loved, and precious in His sight.” Psalm 139.

3. RESPOND: by integrating knowledge into policy, practices, and
procedures

e Providing information, establishing, and implementing a safe church
policy in places of worship and ministry.

e A policy in place communicates to trauma victims that the church is
aware of the prevalence and source of trauma and is willing to
respond.

4. RESIST: Re-Traumatization: Do not harm them or their families

again.

e By understanding the internal experiences of a traumatized mind, we
can ensure that we do not do more harm.

e  We walk alongside them in their suffering.

e  Who would a victim come forward to and what would their
experience be like if they shared their story?

e Would they feel safe disclosing?

Many people are carrying burdens they no longer want to carry and
frankly, do not deserve to carry. Galatians 6:2 (Amp) “Bear (endure,
carry) one another’s burdens and troublesome moral faults, and in this
way fulfill and observe perfectly the law of Christ.”

Are we that church?

SAMSHA (Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration)
has identified four “Rs” of what it means to be trauma informed.



Happy Birthday

Greetings
We honor and celebrate Greetings Cover Girls

July Birthdays

The windows of heaven are open,
Vickki Savoy-Griffin : Theﬁre lbjf al{zng _tomght.
I’ve got joy, joy, joy in my heart,
Since Jesus made ev’rything right.
1 gave Him my old tattered garment,
He gave me a robe of pure white,
And now I'm feasting on manna from heaven
And that’s why I’'m happy tonight.

I am so happy, I am so happy, I am so happy,
Since Jesus came into my life.

The greatest day of my life was the day I accepted Jesus Christ as
my personal savior. Even though I was young, I knew I wanted

who my parents told me about as a child. I avoided many pitfalls,

obstacles, and heartaches because of my choice. I can say, [ am

happy everyday, maybe not all day but at any moment, all I have to
do is think about the goodness of Jesus and all that He has done for
me and my soul cries out hallelujah, I thank God for saving me.
God is the joy and the strength of my life, so daily, I feast on His
Word and that keeps me in His will. When you walk in His will,
you will not be swayed by the devil’s devices because you know
your father’s voice. But, the greatest thing, He knows your voice.
Kerhan Edmunds It’s like you know the cries of each of your children. So, God
knows your distress cries and when you need Him, He hears you
and immediately comes to your aid. This only happens because

you are His.

Congratulations to the graduating classes of 2025. You all have
achieved a great accomplishment but don’t stop in your endeavors.
Keep going and become what God wants you to be. The AIM
Convention was on fire...outside and inside. It was a blessing
seeing our youth having a wonderful time fellowshipping with
other young people around the country enjoying Jesus and each
other. Ilove the AIM Convention because I love seeing young

Krystal Smith people praising God. They were having good old fashion church.

Ladies, we are preparing for Girls’ Day Out. We are on our way to
Old Sacramento by Amtrak on Saturday, September 20th. We will
meet at 8:30 am and the train leaves at 9:20 am. We are going to

have a fun day of shopping, enjoying the sights, and sisterhood.
You can register after church or by calling the church office. The
cost for the round trip train ride is only $58.00. Let’s get together,
make memories, and celebrate us.
Remember, let the love of God rest, rule, and abide in you always
and show kindness everywhere you go because kindness is who we
are.

Cynthia Garrison Blessings,
Lady Vanessa Macklin




Words of Wisdom

Be Careful!

“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
1Peter 5:8 (ESV)

Our world is like a jungle with dangerous threats and predators around every corner. Traveling through this maze called life
without a proper and experienced guide can be destructive. Dangers, such as pride, compromise, worldliness, and unwise
relationships are booby traps that can ensnare your soul and affect your relationship with God. Wisdom, discernment, and
caution are necessary requirements for a successful journey. Knowing which paths to take in life and which to avoid, then
following the right ones will mean the difference between success or failure! Proverbs 14:16 says, “One who is wise is
cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is reckless and careless.” Caution is a must because, as 1 Peter 5:8 tells us
plainly, we have an enemy (the devil) who seeks to entrap and ensnare us at every turn! Staying close to God, walking in
wisdom, and resisting the devil's schemes (James 4:7) are keys to keeping safe.

Proverbs 3:21-23 says, “My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: Keep sound wisdom and discretion: So shall they be
life unto thy soul, And grace to thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, And thy foot shall not stumble.”

Sisters in Christ, it is important to exercise caution and conduct ourselves wisely as we are instructed to in Ephesians 5:15.
This entails living attentively and vigilantly, carefully considering our actions to avoid unforeseen risks or danger. To quote
the words of a favored hymn of our beloved Lady Macklin,

Life is like a mountain railroad, with an engineer that’s brave,
We must make the run successful from the cradle to the grave;
Watch the curves, the fills and tunnels, never falter, never quail;
Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail.

With the Holy Spirit and the Word of God as our faithful guides through all the twists and turns of life, we are sure to land
in a safe place in this world and in eternity. So, please, be careful!

Your Sister and Fellow Traveler,
Missionary Gerri Rogers




June Birthdays Cover Girls Unsung Heroes
Continues...

Every month, the Cover Girls Newsletter honors a member who works in
ministry not to be seen but because they love the work they do. They are
our Unsung Heroes. This month, we celebrate Brother Mickey Williams.

Brother Mickey is that member who is available for anything at anytime.

He is always a willing helper to do whatever you need him to do. Brother

Mickey has been attending GTI since 2013 but didn’t join until 2015. Prior

to joining GTI, he was a member of Acts Full Gospel COGIC. He was

going through a divorce and was looking for a change. Bishop Bob actually
Monique Ison recommended GTI to him.

Brother Mickey stated he was a part of the Delancy Street Treatment Center
for drugs and alcohol. He has been clean and sober for over 23 years. In
2008, he suffered a massive stroke. At that time, he had been sober for
several years and the doctors told his family he wouldn’t live 6 months but
God.

When Brother Mickey first joined GTI, he would sit in the back of the
church but Sister Tranito of the Hospitality Department asked him to assist
in that ministry. Even though the stoke left him partially paralyzed and not
able to use one of his arms, it never stopped him from working. From
Marilyn Thurman working with Sister Tranito, he started working with Deacon Payne in the
Evangelism Ministry. He also worked with the Deacon and Sister Robinson
in Pastoral Care Ministry, the New Members with Elder and Missionary
Logan for 3 years and the Singles Ministry (SWAT). Currently, he is on the
board of the Men’s Ministry. He has been on the board since Deacon Logan
was in charge of the Men’s Ministry. He stated, “I’ve worked with Elder
McClure, Elder Capers, Elder Williams, and now, Elder Washington.

Most recently, Brother Mickey has been recuperating at home from being in
the hospital for 8 days with congestive heart failure and a fibrillation. He

Christina Dyson wasn't feeling well and went to emergency, They discovered he had a lot of
fluid around his heart. So much fluid around his heart, when he went to the
hospital, he weigh 218 and when he left, his weight was 192. Brother
Mickey attends the Center for Elderly Independence on Tuesdays and
Thursdays every week. They provide transportation for him to the center.
He receives physical therapy, occupational therapy, and blood work. He has
a social worker assigned to him.

Even though he has not been able to attend church
lately, he stated, “I watch every Sunday on line
and I still send my tithes through Deacon Porter
and/or Elder Russell. Brother Mickey is eager to
return to in-person church because he misses the
fellowship with the saints. He lives near the
church and used to walk to church but now the
Lady Mallori Cuningkin brothers provide transportation for him.
Sometimes, they pick him up with the golf cart.

Brother Mickey is not one to let his disability get

in his way. He stated, “I love God’s people and |

know God has a work for me to do. You must

work while it is day because when night comes,

no man shall work.” Brother Mickey is truly a willing worker.

We are not able to take group pictures, so I’m asking you to send me your
picture for the birthday shout outs. So all of the August birthday ladies,
send me your picture for the September Cover Girls Newsletter.

EIBEE You can send it to: awiley1999@aol.com

Text (510) 459-8867




September’s 64,000 Dollar
Question
If you could go back in time and tell the

younger you one thing what would it
be?

Convocation Is Here

The NorCal Metropolitan Jurisdiction celebrates
their Silver Anniversary Holy Convocation. It
begins August 5-9, 2025. The theme is “Our
Unfinished Business”. Acts 1:8

This year’s Holy Convocation is more than an
annual event, it’s the celebration of a legacy. As
we honor our Silver Anniversary, we are coming
together to recognize 25 years of dedicated
ministry, community outreach, and a commitment
to serving others above ourselves. The
convocation is an opportunity to rekindle your
passion, connect with fellow believers, and
experience transformative worship that will impact
not just your life, but your entire ministry and
church family.

The guest speakers scheduled for the week are not
only phenomenal, but anointed men and women of
God. The presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle of
the Churches of God in Christ, Bishop J. Drew
Sheard will be ministering on Tuesday night.
Bishop Nathaniel Bullock, California Northwest
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction is the Wednesday Night
Speaker. We all are excited about Women’s Day
and the guest speaker for Thursday evening. She is
an extraordinary, remarkable, and amazing woman
of God all the way from Portland, Oregon by way
of Hayward, California. She is a renowned
evangelist, First Lady of the Glad Tidings
International COGIC, leader of the Women’s
Ministry, the Cover Girls, and wife, mother, and
grand mother. The rhema word will be delivered
by our very own, Missionary Vanessa Macklin.
The color for the ladies that evening is white and
any color hat. Friday night’s speaker will be
Bishop Anthony Gilyard, Southwestern, Florida
Jurisdiction. On Saturday, Bishop Jerry Macklin,
Ist Assistant Presiding Bishop of COGIC,
Jurisdictional Prelate of NorCal Metropolitan
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction and Pastor of the Glad
Tidings International COGIC will be speaking on
Official Day.

There is something for everyone that week. For
our children, there is a special children’s Fun Zone
and for the youth and young adults, Youth and
Young Adult Explosion with panels, performances,
and a powerful call to purpose delivered by a
dynamic generation of emerging leader.

This is going to be a week like no other as NorCal
celebrates 25 years of God’s blessings, 25 years of
doing God’s will, and 25 years of advancing the
Kingdom’s Agenda. Yet, the work is not done.
There is still “Unfinished Business”.



Young Servant Girl

Written By: n_

Missionary Sharon Burns

Song of the Month

Holy Spirit Thou Art Welcome

Composer: Dottie Rambo, (Also Credit: David
Lee Huntsinger)

The Young Servant Girl Born: March 2, 1934, Madisonville, Kentucky
of Naaman’s Wife 1I\D/Illescio li\r/.liay 11, 2008 (74 years), Mt, Vernon,
Occupation: American songwriter

I Kings chapter 5 unfolds the story about a young servant girl Copyright: 1977 by John T. Benson Publishing

who was captured during a raid on Israel and given to Company

Naaman’s wife for a maid servant. Naaman, a rich and powerful

captain of the Syrian army was afflicted with leprosy and could

not find a cure. LYRICS

One day, the girl said to her mistress, “Oh, if only my master Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this place

could meet the prophet of Samaria, he would be healed of his Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this place

skin disease.” 2 Kings 5:3 Omnipotent Father of Mercy and Grace
Thou art welcome in this place

The girl knew her God and showed immense courage, kindness,

and compassion toward Naaman’s condition. Even though she Lord in Thy presence there's healing divine

was cut away from her people, she spoke boldly and confidently No other power can save Lord, but Thine

about the prophet in Israel who could heal him. Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this place
Thou art welcome in this place

This young girl declared hope and faith in God even in the mist

of her despondency. Naaman got permission from the king to Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this place

go to Israel to see the prophet. Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this place

Omnipotent Father of Mercy and Grace
In reading the story, Naaman was not happy to follow the Thou art welcome in this place

prophet’s instructions right away, but he humbled himself and
did what he was told. He not only received his healing but was
also converted to faith in the God of Israel because of the young
girl’s actions.

Fill all the hungry and empty within
Restore us, oh Father revive us again
Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this place
Holy Spirit Thou art welcome in this places

Women of God, we must learn to be bold and courageous, tell
others what God can do, and by all means practice forgiveness,
kindness, and compassion.

Ephesians 4:32 reads, “And be ye kind one to another, Chosen and sung by: :
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s Missionary Gail Webb-Goodwin
sake hath forgiven you.”

When we are wronged, pray and do good. We are saved to be a
witness for our Lord, impact the lives of others, and win souls
for kingdom. Acts 22:15 says, “For thou shalt be his witness
unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.”




Graduating Class 2025

The Youth and Young adults at the Glad Tidings International COGIC are on the move, academically, socially,
and spiritually. We send congratulations to all the graduates from pre-school, elementary, Junior and Senior
High, and college.

Also, a group of Young Adults had the opportunity to attend the AIM Convention in Arizona. It was beautiful
seeing them rejoicing and praising God and having a wonderful time in the hot sun. Enjoy our young people on
the move.




Congratulations Graduates




You Did It!
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AIM 2025




Young People Loving People
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Great Church - Great Fellowship 14






GTI Young Cover Girls Rise at AIM 2025:

The young ladies of Glad Tidings International truly rose at
AIM 2025; just like Phoenix, rising! Held in the vibrant
city of Phoenix, Arizona, this year’s Auxiliaries In Ministry
(AIM) Convention was a life-changing experience,
especially for our first-time attendees. For many of our
young women, this marked their very first time flying or
participating in an AIM convention, and what a powerful
introduction it was!

Our youth immersed themselves in anointed classes like
Young Women of Excellence (YWE), Collegiate Sessions,
and Sports Camp, each designed to empower, equip, and
engage. They didn’t just attend, they flourished. In YWE,
our girls learned how to release insecurities and embrace
their God given identity, with one of our teens sharing,
“The YWE class taught me to let go of my insecurities. It
was good.” These spaces created room for spiritual
breakthroughs, confidence-building, and kingdom
connection.

Reunions with old friends from various jurisdictions
warmed hearts, while new friendships blossomed with
youth from across the globe, forming bonds that only the
AIM experience can offer.

The youth church services were nothing short of electric.
Our young people were ignited by the Holy Ghost in
moments that words can barely describe. One youth
testified, “Something happened when [ was at the altar. I
couldn’t control it—I just started jumping and dancing!”
Another simply said, “This was the best trip ever!” That
kind of joy and freedom can only come from a genuine
encounter with God.

A Journey of Growth, Friendship, and
Holy Fire

We are especially proud of Lmaya Jackson, who was featured
in a national video spotlighting her first AIM experience. Her
journey inspired many, and her breathtaking performance in
the talent competition earned her 1st place! Her dance was
not only beautiful but Spirit-filled. Mireya Ponce also blessed
the convention with praise dancing with the Children’s
Church during Midday Service, representing GTI with
excellence.

One of the most memorable moments was our BBQ
fellowship at a beautiful mansion in Scottsdale, Arizona.
Over 90 youth and young adults from Northern California
gathered together in unity and celebration. Led by our

dynamic NorCal Youth President, Courtland Younger, and the

Fresno Metro Youth Department, it was an unforgettable
evening of laughter, testimony, and connection.

To our church family, thank you. Your prayers, donations,
and encouragement made this trip possible. You helped
launch these young women into deeper purpose and
community. The GTI Youth Department is so incredibly
proud and grateful.

We look forward with excitement to AIM 2026. Until then,
we continue to rise.

We love our church.

Daily Prayer through Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/5101978000

Submit your prayer request to
info@gti.church



