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“God Specializes In...”

DID YOU KNOW

September 3. 1838
Anti-slavery leader, Frederick
Douglass began his escape from
slavery by boarding a train in
Baltimore dressed as a sailor.

September 7, 1986

Bishop Desmond Tutu became
Archbishop of Cape Town, South
Africa, the first black leader of South
Africa's Anglicans.

September 11, 2001

The worst terrorist attack in U.S.
history occurred as four large
passenger jets were hijacked then
crashed, killing nearly 3,000 persons.

September 16, 1908

General Motors was founded by
entrepreneur, William Crapo "Billy"
Durant in Flint, Michigan.

September 28, 1542

California was discovered by
Portuguese navigator Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo upon his arrival at San Diego
Bay.

September Flower
Aster and Morning Glory

September Birthstone
Sapphire

Glad Tidings
International COGIC
970 Glad Tidings Way

Hayward, CA 94544
510-783-9377 (Office)

Cover Girls August Fellowship

Highlights

Our $64K question was “If you
could speak another language what
would it be?” I wonder how many
said the same language, how many
different languages did we have, and
how many just stuck with English?
Well, the answers are listed in this
edition, September 2026/Vol 98!

As the usual hustle and bustle of
entering the Helen J. Macklin
Fellowship Hall after a powerful
morning service unfolded, Sister
Angel Marshall did her best at
directing which tables were for those
with a birthday in August, for our
mothers, and those just wanting to
attend the wonderful fellowship.
She also kept the crowd entertained
by asking questions of those waiting
for their table to be served.

And who would step forward and
take the mic in his loving leadership
voice, our pastor, Bishop J W
Macklin welcomed everyone,
wished them a “Happy Birthday”,
and gave grand kudos to Lady
Macklin for her faithfulness and
dedication to the success of the
Third Sunday Birthday Fellowships!

The scripture, Philippians 4:13 was
read by our Greeters President,
Sister Delanda Burgess Winn.
Being in the Helen J. Macklin
Fellowship Hall now always
includes the men so, it was befitting
to have Deacon Larry Moody pray
for the meal as well as the
fellowship.

Missionary Gail Webb followed
with a COGIC rendition of “Happy
Birthday” which included hand

clapping and foot stomping by
everyone, however after a comment she
made about the August Birthdays, Sister
Angel told her she was on time out and
had go sit in the corner.

The question that always comes up is,
“Which month is the best?”, and you
hear shouts that include January through
December. The loudest is usually the
current month because of everyone and
their family members celebrating their
birthdays.

Have you ever heard anyone ask,
“Which month has the best service?”
The answer to that question would be a
“unanimous all” because our First Lady,
Missionary Vanessa Macklin, and the
GTI Cover Girls do not skimp on
service when it comes to serving us!

No matter the size of the crowd; how
many more tables and chairs our men
must set up; the service is the same.
They give special attention to our GTI
Mothers, down to including those with
health challenges. Kudos ladies for a
job well done.

Let us continue to support the ministry
and the work that our First Lady does in
giving and making a difference in the
lives of others; and that is not just here
at Glad Tidings!

Remember, let the love of God rest,
rule, and abide in you always and show
kindness everywhere you go because
kindness is who we are.




Inspirational
Testimony
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Sister Marie Brown

Let me introduce to you my grandson,
Vincent Munson III. He just celebrated his
18th birthday on July 1st.

Let me share a bit of his story. He was
born with sickle cell. He suffered a stroke
at the age of 10. He was placed in a
medically induced coma for a month and
was brought out of the coma just a day
after turning 11 years old.

The doctors told us he wouldn't be able to
see, talk, or walk again. They predicted, he
would live the rest of his life in a
vegetative state. They said, they had done
all they could do and that we should just
pray for a miracle.

That was all I needed to hear because [
believe in a God who performs miracles.
My grandson is truly a walking miracle!!!!
Nothing is too hard for my God!!!

So, when I tell people that my grandson
just graduated high school and turned 18
years old, I can't help but get emotional.
My God is good all the time! I apologize,
but whenever I talk about my grandson, I
have to share his story and how God
continues to perform miracles.

Inspirational Scripture
Romans 12:1

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable
service.
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Healthy Living

Caring for Our Families

Let’s Talk Prostate Cancer & Shingles

Prostate Cancer and Shingles Awareness Month
Women are often the caregivers, prayer warriors, and health advocates in

their families. In September, we focus on two health issues that can have
a deep impact on the people we love: Prostate Cancer and Shingles.

Prostate Cancer: Encourage the Men in Your Life

Prostate cancer is one of the most common cancers in men, especially
those over 50. Black men are more likely to be diagnosed and are twice as
likely to die from the disease compared to other racial groups.

What can you do?

o Start the conversation. Many men avoid doctor visits so your
encouragement matters.
Recommend regular screenings for those 50+, or earlier if there's a
family history. Starting with a simple blood test can literally be a
lifesaver.
Support healthy habits. A balanced diet and exercise help lower risk.

Shingles: A Painful Condition That Can Be Prevented

Shingles is a painful rash caused by the reactivation of the chickenpox
virus. Anyone who has had chickenpox can develop shingles, especially
older adults.

“You are a child of God. You are wonderfully made,
dearly loved, and precious in His sight.” Psalm 139.

Key Facts for You and Your Loved Ones:

e Shingles can happen at any age, but risk increases after age 50.

e It can cause lasting nerve pain (postherpetic neuralgia).

e A shingles vaccine is available and recommended for adults 50+.

Encourage older family members (and yourself!) to speak with a doctor
about shingles prevention. It's an easy way to stay healthy and avoid
unnecessary pain.

Your Role as a Health Advocate

As women, we often guide our families toward care. This month, let’s

use our voices to:

e Encourage regular checkups for husbands, brothers, fathers, and
friends.

e Learn about vaccines and early screenings.

e Support those who may already be navigating illness.

Be Informed. Be Supportive. Be Prayerful.
This September, let’s lift our families in both prayer and action, being
watchful stewards over their health.




Happy Birthday s
Greetings

We honor and celebrate

Greetings Cover Girls

August Birthdays

1 know the Lord will make a way,
Oh yes, He will

I know the Lord will make a way,
Oh yes, He will

He will make a way for you

And He’ll see you safely through

I know the Lord will make a way,
Oh yes, He will.

This song speaks the very sentiments of my heart. I have lived, and
throughout this journey called life, I honestly don’t know how
anyone could make it without the Lord. There has never been a time
when the Lord did not come through for me. He has made a way
when I could not see a way. Time and time again, He has proven that
He is always there.

David said it best: “I have been young and now am old; yet have I
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” Psalm
37:25. I’ve heard people say and sing, “The Lord has never failed
me yet.” But we need to take the word “yet” out of the equation.
When it comes to God, “yet” will never happen. He will never fail
you, and He will always make a way. Point. Blank. Period!

Now, [ don’t want to make you feel bad, but if you missed the
NorCal Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Convocation, you
missed a mighty move of God! Every day and every night, the Lord
showed up and showed out. His presence was in the building from
the opening prayer to the benediction. Just when you thought it
couldn’t get any better than the night before, the Holy Ghost said,
“Not so!”

Our nightly speakers were on fire, and Women’s Day was especially
powerful. Our Jurisdictional Supervisor, Mother Gloria Hunt,
always does an excellent job, and my dear friend, Supervisor Barbara
Bryant, delivered a rhema word that blessed me tremendously. |
truly enjoy the Convocation and look forward to it every year. Itis a
wonderful time of fellowshipping with the saints, reconnecting with
friends, and having some good old-fashioned church!

Ladies, Choo Choo, we are traveling to Portland, Oregon by Amtrak
train for the Women’s Convention 2027, my hometown. You still
have time to secure your seat but space is limited and you must
reserve your seat with Sister Pam Dennis who will be in the lobby
after Sunday morning service or by calling the church office.
Whether you fly or take the train, you don’t want to miss the
Women’s Convention 2027.

Our annual church picnic is happening Monday, September 7th at the
San Leandro Marina. We always look forward to the fellowship with
our brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s just a wonderful time of rest
and relaxation, fun and games, and good ole BBQ cooked by the
Men’s Department. I look forward to seeing you all there.

Blessings,
Lady Vanessa Macklin




Words of Wisdom

God Specializes In...!

Have you ever faced a life-changing situation and felt unsure about what to do next? Maybe you had to decide whether to say
yes or no, stay or go, or move forward or wait. Most of us have been there before. This is what some call the storms of life.

But God Specializes In Making A Way Out of No Way.

4

When the storm of life confronts and seems to overwhelm you, what do we do? What do the Scriptures say to help us when
facing storms in life's uncompromising circumstances? What did believers do before us?

Daniel in the Lion's Den: He faced his storm when he was thrown into the lion's den for refusing to stop praying to God.
Although the law required obedience to King Darius, Daniel remained faithful. Three times a day, he prayed with his window

open toward Jerusalem, and God delivered him

The Three Hebrew Boys in the Fiery Furnace: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego faced their storm when they refused to
bow down and worship King Nebuchadnezzar's golden image. Even though the furnace was heated seven times hotter than
usual, they stood firm in their faith and boldly declared that their God was able to save them. God brought them out, and they
were seen walking in the fire with divine protection (The Son of God).

The Woman with the Issue of Blood: She was constantly hemorrhaging for 12 years. She was labeled an outcast and

ceremonially unclean. She spent all her money on doctors but her illness grew worse. She faced her storm, taking a leap of
faith by reaching out to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment from behind, when she saw him in a pressing crowd, She believed
that if she could touch him, she would be healed. After she touched his hem, Jesus said, “Daughter thy faith hath made thee

whole; go in peace.” God made a way out

The following Scriptures can strengthen our faith, guide our response, and remind us that God is able to bring us through
every storm. When life feels overwhelming, His Word helps us to trust Him to make a way where there seems to be no way.
Ephesians 3:20, Exodus 14:13-14, Matthew 19:26, Psalm 5:12, Psalm 34:4, Jeremiah 32:17, 1 Peter 5: 7, Genesis 18: 14,
Hebrews 11:1-6, Psalm 27:14, Luke 1:37, Proverbs 3:5-6, Proverbs 16: 3, and Mark 9:23.

Written By:
Missionary Phyllis Roberson

The 64,000 Dollar Question

If you could wake up and be able to speak a
second language fluently, what' would you
choose?

Lady Vanessa Macklin - Biblical Hebrew
Vanessa Williams - Spanish

Gerri Rogers - Spanish

Eldreai Ellis - Italian

Vivian Irving - French

Mother Juanita Waugh - French
Kathy Lyons - French

Sherry Pinkard - Korean

Isabel Harris - Spanish

Jonni Atkins - French

Connie McLain - Spanish

Tara Tarkington - Mandarin

Linda Lax - Vietnamese

Danielle Smith - Tagalog

Dana Wiley - French

Mother Mary Ann Johnson - French
Benita McLarin - Spanish

Jennifer Morris - [talian

Velessa Peairs - Spanish

Marcia Gaulden - Spanish
Jacque Fennoy - French

Tina Chaney - Spanish

Charlotte Hines - Italian

Ashley Myrick - French

Crystal Brownlee - French

Bertha Harris - Spanish

Mother Delores Thomas - French
Michelle Logan - Vietnamese
Rosemary McFadden - Spanish
Patricia Wheeler - Vietnamese
Frantasia Mason - ASL

Naomi Carter - Mandarin

Karen Hill - Spanish

Mother Elizabeth Sharp - Spanish
Sunny Vaughn - Swahili

Judy Mackey - French

Mother Ernestine Wood - Spanish
Lisa Moody - Chinese

Phyllis Roberson - Spanish

Continue on Page 6




August Birthdays .
Continues... Cover Girls Unsung Heroes

Every month, the Cover Girls Newsletter honors a member who works in
ministry not to be seen but because they love the work they do. They are

Virginia Lee our Unsung Heroes. This month, we celebrate District Missionary
Sabrina Jones.

District Missionary Sabrina and her husband, Deacon Tony Jones have
been members of GTI since February 2013. They started attending in
August 2012. They were members of her uncle’s church but when that
church closed, her uncle and aunt who were members previously before
starting their ministry came back to Glad Tidings as well. DM Sabrina
was familiar with GTI because they were apart of the NorCal fellowship,
so it made the transition easy.

When they first joined, Deacon Ricky Smith was the first person to reach
out to them and it was a wonderful connection. Then she connected with
Sister Robinson who reached out to her and encouraged her to get
involved with the Deaconess Ministry. She was serving in that capacity at
her uncle’s church, so Bishop allowed her to continue serving as a
deaconess. She received her Deaconess Missionary License in 2013.
Sister Sabrina started working in NorCal Jurisdiction, assisting Lady
Nobles with Mother Dancey, who was the Jurisdictional Supervisor at the
time as the Jurisdictional Secretary. When Mother Hunt became the
Jurisdictional Supervisor, she asked Sister Sabrina to continue in that role
and she agreed. She loves working with Mother Hunt and assisting her
with NorCal.

When Bishop called and asked her to be District Missionary in 2023, she
respectfully declined, and said, “I’m not qualified to do it but thank you
for thinking of me.” This was on a Sunday and on that following
Thursday, Mother Hunt called her and said, “I understand Bishop Macklin
would like for you to be the District Missionary. I need you to take that
job. You are qualified, plus I’'m going to train you. You are going to be
fine. You call Bishop and tell him yes.” Sister Sabrina told her she was
praying about it but stated “In my heart, [ was not committed to doing it.”
On that Saturday morning, during the workers meeting, Bishop called the
hotel and was talking with Deacon Tony, she stated, “As I was
eavesdropping on the conversation, I heard Deacon Tony say, well
Bishop, I can’t make her do it if she doesn't want to.” Then, I heard the
Holy Spirit say, “Didn’t you organize the entire .

311 call center for the City of Oakland for over |

450 thousand residents? Didn’t you become

the manager of the entire program? The Holy

Ghost was working on me and before the call

ended with Bishop and Deacon Tony, I said

yes. [ also didn’t want to do it if Lady Macklin

didn’t endorse it or bless it and that is when

Bishop told me, it was Lady Macklin who

recommended me. So it was sealed.”

DM Sabrina loves her church. She said, “I love
the stable, solid, structure of this ministry. It is
something you can count on. I needed that.
She also loves the different ministries and the
people who are Glad Tidings.

Delanda Burgess

We are not able to take group pictures, so I’m asking you to send me your
picture for the birthday shout outs. So all of the September birthday

ladies, send me your picture for the October Cover Girls Newsletter.
Yvette Glasgow

You can send it to: awiley1999@aol.com
Text (510) 459-8867




October’s 64,000 Dollar Question

It is Lady Vanessa Macklin’s birthday month
and if money was no object, where would she

like to go for her birthday?

New Member

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Clap, shout, and dance with our hands and feet
outside, What a visionary our Pastor, Bishop JW
Macklin is when it comes to community activities.
Listen, on September 20th, come to church in your
tennis shoes or walking shoes. Don't wear your
high heels or Sunday go to meeting outfits.

We are having church for one hour, from 9 am to
10 am and then the VISION BEGINS. Our campus
will be transformed. The neighborhood will be
transformed. The community will be transformed.
There will be 40 to 50 booths all around the area.
There will be a Healthy Living Booth, which will
consists of blood pressure and sugar diabetes
checks, healthy food choices, and a wealth of
information for the mind and body. Food Booths
free to everyone. Career Booths for employment
opportunities and job fair. Educational Booth for
higher education resources and learning
opportunities. Prayer Booths where you got 60
seconds to pray.

There will be a Youth Zone with jumpers, kid
activities, popcorn, and hotdogs. Dress for Success
Booth providing clothing for interviews or clothes
for everyday living. Representatives from City
Fire Department and Alameda County Public
Health will be sharing and providing resources. If
you are in need of groceries, Grocery giveaway

( food distribution). Can you say FREE, YES
EVERYTHING FREE.

People don't have to join the church for us to help
them, and by letting our lights shine, they will see
God through us. Don't just speak in tongues, speak
in English and spread the love of Jesus by lifting
people up and serving them. How powerful this
day is going to be. Showing the love of God,
through kindness and being a blessing to our fellow
brothers and sisters.

We will let them see Jesus through the love, the
smiles, our friendliness, and greetings. If you hate

*+~| to smile or you are not a people person, this event

Margaret Bingham

may not be for you. But if you are excited about
the story of the good Samaritan in Luke 10-25-37,
you will know it is not about race, religion, or
social status, it is one who shows mercy and
compassion to anyone in need. Who is our
neighbor? Everyone is our neighbor. I promise,
you will be filled with gratitude by being involved
in this event.

Written By: Sister Vickki Savoy-Griffin



The Woman Caught In Adultery

Written By:
Missionary Sharon Burns Song ()f the M()nth

USE ME LORD

Composer: Arthur Holmes
Birth/Death: There are no public records of a date of
birth or a death notice.

Ministry: He serves as a Deacon at the Zion Baptist
Church Connection, in Shreveport, Louisiana under

: Pastor Brady L. Blade, Sr.

Song Performed: "Use Me Lord" was originally

recorded live on October 10, 2009, during The

‘N 7 Hallelujah Train Concert at the Hayti Heritage Center.
The oman Caught In Adultery 2024 Album Release: The live recording was
officially preserved and released to the public in July
2024 by Stoner Hill Records.

John 8:1-11 Musical Credits: On the official album release

. documentation via Bandcamp, he is explicitly credited
Forglven and Transformed for his standalone lead vocals on track 13.

The woman caught in adultery is a story that tells of a woman LYRICS
dragged by religious leaders before Jesus to trap him, asking if Verse 1
they should stone her to death. Jesus responded by telling them; Use me Lord in your service, draw me nearer every
whoever is without sin to throw the first stone, redirecting the day. I'll be willing Lord to run all the way. If I falter
story to one of forgiveness and love. One by one, the accusers while I'm trying, don't be angry let me stay. I'll be
walked away, and Jesus told the woman, He did not condemn willing Lord to run all the way.

her and to go and sin no more.

Refrain
All th 11 th
She accepted Jesus’ offer and received His grace and mercy. I'll be Willing &ar}(]f t% rune ﬁat}}lle way.
The heavy welght' of guilt and shame'hfted, and she walked If I falter while I'm trying, don't be angry let me stay.
away from death into a transformed life. Jesus gave the woman I'll be willing Lord to run all the way.
a clean slate and a fresh start. He saved her, and His love gave Verse 2

her the power to “go and sin no more.” The woman caught in
adultery stepped forward by faith into a brand new future,
trusting completely in the words and forgiveness of Jesus. She
chose to walk away from that dirt road believing she was truly
forgiven and set free.

Pained by heartaches, scorned by loved ones, little
sunshine now and then. For there's mountains in my
life that’s hard to climb. But I promise I'll keep
climbing, if you'll only let me stay. I'll be willing Lord
to run all the way.

Women of God, just like that woman, when we feel trapped by Verse 3
our mistakes or overwhelmed by hard times, God says, no Many loved ones gone on before me, leaves me
matter how deep, permanent, or terrible your past mistakes feel lonesome as can be. And our parting at the river [

to you, His grace is powerful enough to wash you completely. recall}.l But dI lll'Il)lrgmlst;ll‘t;rokfn }éearted, Illll t;le faithful
Be encouraged and strengthened by the Holy Spirit who grants [ORRECHE ¢ willing Lord to run afl the way.
mercy and salvation that we may show the same forgiveness to Verse 4

others. Wasted days, now behind me. Evening sun is sinking
fast. Every moment draw me closer. To the end, oh, to
“that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, the end. I'm gonna h'urry,. yes, in your service. If you
to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;” only let me in. I'm willing to run all the way.
Ephesians 3:16. Refrain

Chosen and sung by:
Missionary Gail Webb-Goodwin
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We love the opportunity and take pleasure in highlighting and
learning more about our church family members. This month we
are blessed to introduce Elder Nelvin and Sister Naomi Carter.

T

How long have they been married?

Who said, “I Love You” first?

How did they meet?

Who joined Glad Tidings first?

What hobby do they enjoy doing together?
What is their favorite place to vacation?

Where did they get married?

Who was the officiant?

. If they could live anywhere, where would it be?
10. Who cooks the best?

DN W

11. Who are they related to at GTI?




Health & Wellness Ministry

Sister Pauline Chapman, Director

The Health and Wellness Ministry is under new
management. The GTI Cover Girls Ministry is honored to
announce the appointment of Sister Pauline Chapman as our
new Director. Sister Pauline is a woman whose lifelong
dedication to the medical field has touched and transformed
countless lives. Her nursing career began in 1992, and for
more than three decades she has faithfully served the
Oakland community she calls home.

An Oakland native, Sister Pauline has built an impressive
professional journey through her work with Planned
Parenthood of San Diego, Highland Hospital, and Kaiser
Permanente. Her specialty in Obstetrics and Gynecology,
along with her current work in Urogynecology, reflects her
deep commitment to women’s health. She also plays an
extended role in clinical care, supporting pre-natal patients
with compassion and expertise.

Sister Pauline became a member of GTI in 2020, right in
the midst of the Covid pandemic. She joined online and
received the Right Hand of Fellowship virtually. Even
while worshipping remotely, she prayed earnestly about
becoming a part of GTI and the Holy Ghost nudged her
forward. Upon joining, she immediately connected with the
Health & Wellness Ministry, serving faithfully in the Covid
testing clinic and supporting the Hypertension Health Fair.

Her leadership extends far beyond GTI. She currently
serves as:

e Executive Board Member, 4Cs of Alameda County
e Secretary, Bay Area Black Nurses Association
e Chairperson, Professional Practice Commission

When Bishop Macklin approached her about stepping into
the role of Director of Health & Wellness Ministry, he

\\
Septe
Septe \
September :
September 13th - Sept
September 20th — GTI

encouraged her to pray for guidance. After seeking the Lord,
she received a clear answer: “Be of service and give back.”
With that confirmation, she stepped forward in obedience and

purpose.

Sister Pauline brings a powerful blend of wellness
programming experience, community health education, and
women-centered advocacy. Her vision for the Health &
Wellness Ministry is rooted in accessibility, compassion, and
sustainable lifestyle practices for GTI members and the
surrounding community.

As she steps into this role, she will lead the Sanctuary Nurses
into a consistent Sunday presence, as well as support funerals,
the Convocation, health fairs, and additional ministry
initiatives. She is also deeply committed to patient advocacy,
especially in educating members about Diabetes, a passion
shared by Bishop Macklin.

Her approach to wellness blends decades of nursing practice
with real-world understanding, ensuring that every member,
regardless of background, schedule, or starting point, has the
tools to thrive.

We are excited for the energy,
expertise, and heart Sister Pauline
brings to GTL. Her leadership marks a
new chapter in our commitment to
health, balance, and empowerment.
Truly, her leadership is a gift, and we
are honored to have her guiding our
health and wellness journey forward.

Coming Attractions_

- September Birthday Acknowled:
r 7th - GTT Annual Church Plcmc R

September 25th - Cover Girls Pajamas nght 6:30 p.m.
September 28th-30th - National Ministry Development Conference

Weekly: Online services for Bible Study and in person on Tuesday night, Friday Night
Service, and In-person Sunday Morning at 9am and Zoom replay at 11am

Stay committec




