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Cover Girls May Fellowship 
Highlights 

June 3, 1972 
Sally Jan Priesand was ordained a 
rabbi becoming the first woman rabbi 
in the U.S.  She then became an 
assistant rabbi at the Stephen Wise 
Free Synagogue in New York City. 
 
June 10, 1652 
In Massachusetts, silversmith John 
Hull opened the first mint in 
America, in defiance of English 
colonial law.  The first coin issued 
was the Pine Tree Shilling, designed 
by Hull.  
 
June 18, 1983 
Dr. Sally Ride, a 32-year-old 
physicist and pilot, became the first 
American woman in space, on board 
the space shuttle Challengersô six-day 
mission, launched from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida.  
 
June 30, 1971 
The 26th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was enacted, lowering 
the age requirement for the right to 
vote in all federal, state, and local 
elections to American citizens 18 
years or older. 
 
June Flower 
Rose and Honeysuckle 
 
June Birthstone 
Pearl, Alexandrite, and Moonstone 

his members.  We are a blessed 
congregation. 
 
Since we are not on Zoom, let us survey 
the room for whatôs going on: 
 
Teresa Willis - Well, what I can say 
about the fellowship is I love the fact 
that First Lady is thinking of people on 
their birthdays.  Itôs good just to be 
amongst the Saints and have a fun time; 
talk with each other and share your 
weekôs experiences.  The fellowship is 
wonderful and the food is great too! 
 
Carla - Itôs my first fellowship; my 
birthday is May 4th.  The food and 
fellowship was good. It is nice to have 
something to do after church, and I will 
be back! 
 
Brother Sergio ï I love the fellowship 
and I love the music.  I love it because 
it's a great time for me to have dinner 
and fellowship with my family and 
serve the Lord.  Thank you for the 
Birthday Fellowship; and thank you to 
everyone who host it.  
 
Kenya ï Itôs my first fellowship; and 
what I like about it is the unity, and 
family's togetherness that I see; and the 
food or course! 
 
Whether itôs the sum total, square root, 
common denominator, or correlation, 
the commonality in each personôs 
remarks: Family, Fellowship and Food. 
 
To Lady Macklin and her wonderful 
team of volunteers, we salute you for 
your unwavering monthly sacrifice to 
making someone feel special to have a 
birthday! 

Cinco de Mayo commemorates the 
Mexican armyôs unexpected victory 
over French forces at the Battle of 
Puebla on May 5, 1862.  While it is  
a relatively minor holiday in Mexico 
(mostly observed in the state of 
Puebla), it has evolved in the United 
States into a massive, widespread 
celebration of Mexican culture and 
heritage. 
 
In celebration of Cinco de Mayo, the 
GTI Cover Girls enjoyed a vibrant 
and festive theme during their May 
monthly fellowship.  The fellowship 
hall was festively decorated with 
papel picado (traditional punched 
paper banners), mini pinatas, and the 
menu included Nachos!  All the 
gospel songs played were in 
Spanish.  Even though we didnôt 
understand the words, you could feel 
the power of the Holy Ghost through 
the songs.  Hallelujah and Jesus are 
universal. 
 
However, before we indulged into 
the wonderful food, Brother Walter 
Brown prayed asking God to bless 
our food and fellowship.  There is 
always a scripture; and Sister 
Vanessa Williams shared Psalm 
103:5. 
 
When Elder Marcus Williams took 
the mic, all eyes and ears were set 
on an encouraging word from him to 
only be surprised by hearing the 
voice of our own Leader and Pastor, 
Bishop J.W. Macklin!  He was 
away, yet, he called in and wished 
those born in May, ñHappy 
Birthdayò and provided words of 
encouragement to us all!ò  He is 
such a great leader to be thinking of  
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Happy Fatherôs Day 

ñGod Specializes Inéò 



 

Inspirational 
Testimony 

Sister Patricia Harris 
What is a mental health challenge? 

Understanding grace within the challenge. 
 
You or your loved oneôs experience with mental health challenges is NOT 
a failure of faith or a punishment from God.  Instead, a mental health 
challenge is an opportunity to see Godôs grace guide you into a greater 
wholeness of life. 
 
God is your help. God never defines or sees you or your loved one as a 
mental health challenge, illness, or other complex health condition. God 
sees the person with grace to respond to their condition (Matthew. 4:23). 
 
God has lavished you with unmeasured grace ï even within your 
mental health condition.  His grace pours out love and redefines you as 
worthy as you have always been to Him (Romans. 5:1-5). 

Understanding mental health challenges. 
Mental health challenges can also be described as the experience of 
mental health difficulties or be classified as a diagnosable mental health 
disorder. 
 
¶ Genetic & situational:  Mental health challenges can arise from 
genetic factors (e.g., hereditary, other family membersô similar 
challenges) and/or situational conditions (e.g., trauma, over-worked, 
toxic environments, et al. 

 
¶ Symptoms uniquely vary:  Someone experiencing mental health 
challenges will have prolonged periods and varying levels of anxiety, 
depression, mood instability, irritable emotions, et al. that can 
adversely disrupt life, relationships, occupation, school, etc. 

 
¶ Mental health challenges donôt define your identity (worth and 
value):  As you learn about your mental health condition and how it 
affects your life, it is good to remember the balance between 
accepting that you have and are experiencing mental health 
difficulties or a disorder, and not letting the condition or the diagnosis 
become your personal identity. 

 
¶ Professional & community strength:  Mental health professionals 
can significantly assist with mental health challenges, including 
medication and therapy.  Being involved in an understanding 
community with similar lived experiences is vitally important to oneôs 
overall wellbeing.  Every aspect of supportive care is strength and 
faith-building. 

Healthy Minds Moment 

ò 
ñYou are a child of God.  You are wonderfully made, 
dearly loved, and precious in His sight.ò Psalm 139. 
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My testimony is only one of many events 
in my life.  Hope, prayer, faith, and the 
strength of the Lord has brought me this 
far.  Believe me, when I say, ñIt was the 
power of the Holy Spirit that helped me.ò 
 

In 2015, while living in Memphis, 
Tennessee, an unwelcome visitor came 
knocking at my door.  I was diagnosed 
with cancer and given only 6 months to 
live.  I had just started school but I had to 
put that on hold.  I chose not to let that get 
me down.  Every time,I had chemotherapy, 
I would dress up like I was meeting with a 
VIP.  I didnôt stop my daily activities.  I 
continued to teach and praise dance every 
Saturday even through my weakness from 
the chemo.  There was joy in my heart.  I 
counted this as an opportunity to witness.  
It was my hope walking in faith. 
 

In 2018, I moved back to California and 
that same unwelcomed, uninvited visitor 
came knocking at my door again.  This 
time he brought his friend, Stage 3 cancer 
was his name. 
 

But my Avenger, Healer, the Holy Ghost 
stopped the process.  Faith stood strong 
and fear went out the back door.  I trusted 
God that cancer would not have the 
victory.  The Bible says in Isaiah 53:5, 
ñBut he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed.ò 

 

Continue on Page 6 

Inspirational Scripture 

Listen, my son, to your fatherôs 
instruction and do not forsake your 
motherôs teachings.  They are a garland to 
grace your head and a chain to adorn your 
neck. (NIV) 

Proverbs 1:8-9 



 

 
 

When peace, like a river, 
attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, 

Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

 

We all have experience highs and lows, ups and downs, good times 
and bad, itôs called life.  Life has a way of bringing about changes.  
Itôs not fair at times.  It can be downright, ruthless.  But when you 
have the peace of God, you trust in Him amid lifeôs deepest sorrows.  
Iôve had many tears and sorrows, Iôve had questions for tomorrow, 
but in every situation, God gave me blessed consolation, that my 
trials come to only make me stronger.  This is why I can say it is well 
with my soul.  This is a reminder that peace is not the absence of 
pain, but the presence of God in the midst of it. 
 

Thank you all for making ñFirst Ladyôs Dayò so special.  Your love, 
thoughtfulness, and generosity mean more than I can fully express. 
To The Cover Girls and GTI, you continue to go above and beyond, 
and I am sincerely grateful.  Life has taught me that no one owes you 
anything, which makes your kindness even more meaningful.  For 
you to take the time to celebrate me in such a way is something I will 
never take for granted.  GTI truly is a special church, and I say that 
with my whole heart. 
 

I want to wish all the fathers a Happy Fatherôs Day.  You are more 
than just a provider.  You are a guide, a protector, and a constant 
source of love.  Your strength is not only in your ability to face 
challenges but also in your willingness to listen, comfort, and 
understand. 
 

I honor and celebrate my husband, Bishop Jerry Wayne Macklin.  
You have been a wonderful father to our children.  You celebrate our 
childrenôs successes, no matter how small, and stand by them in their 
struggles, offering encouragement instead of judgment.  You have 
taught them the way of the Lord by living for God with all your 
heart, mind, and spirit.  Above all, your love is unconditional.  We 
wish you a Happy Birthday as well and pray you live as long as you 
want and want for nothing as long as you live. 
 

This month marks 48 years of ministry; 48 years of putting God first. 
This is more than a statement of faith; it is a commitment and a way 
of life.  Putting God first means allowing Him to guide our choices, 
shape our priorities, and direct how we invest our time and energy. 
When God is truly first, it shows in how we live, through kindness, 
integrity, and compassion.  Let us continue to live in a way that 
reflects His love and draws others closer to Him.  As we move 
forward, letôs keep working, trusting, and following His lead, 
confident that when He is at the center, everything else will fall into 
place. 
 

Blessings, 
Lady Vanessa Macklin 

Greetings Cover Girls 

Happy Birthday 

 Greetings  
We honor and celebrate 

May Birthdays 
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Tamara Washington 

Sherri Washington 
& 

Michelle Drake 

Nina Murphy 

Michelle Logan 



Words of Wisdom  
4 

 
God Specializes Iné! 

 
A.W. Tozer reminds us in ñKnowledge of the Holyò, that when we do not truly know God, we risk worshipping a version of 
Him shaped by our own imagination rather than by truth.  From Creation to Revelation, scripture consistently reveals a God 
whose greatness goes beyond human understanding.  Though we try to describe Him with powerful words, even our strongest 
language falls short.  The more we speak of God, the more we realize how much greater He is than anything we can express 
or imagine. 
 
As women of faith, we often live at the cross-roads of responsibility and surrender.  We plan, take care of children, lead, and 
serve but we must remember that we are finite beings talking about an infinite God.  The Prophet Isaiah declared that God is 
ñhigh and lifted up,ò and God Himself asks, ñTo whom will you compare Me?ò  No comparison exists, because His wisdom 
is unsearchable and His ways are past finding out. 
 
Scripture affirms this truth in Psalm 145:3: ñGreat is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable.ò 
This verse does not invite us to explain God but to worship Him.  It reminds us that praise is not a response to understanding 
everything but a response to trusting the One who knows all things. 
 
Throughout scriptures, men who encountered God responded not with complete explanations, but with reverence and awe. 
Habakkuk mentions, ñMountains trembled, light overwhelmed, and hearts were humbled.ò  Even Job, after hearing the voice 
of the Lord, could only put his hands over his mouth and confess that God was too wonderful for him to fully understand. 
 
And so, it is with us.  We may not be able to define Godôs greatness, but we are called to live in response to it.  When words 
fail, praise remains.  When understanding ends, worship continues.  We respond to an indescribably great God not by trying 
to contain or explain Him but by lifting our hearts, our voices, and our lives in praise that is worthy of who He is.  God 
specializes in GREATNESS and He is GREATLY to be PRAISED!! 
 
 
 
Written By: 
Missionary Yvette Glasgow 

The 64,000 Dollar Question 

Donna Cooksey - ñAge is nothing but a number, so be 
proud of your age.ò 

Mayra Silva - ñLove donôt hate and you will be ok.ò 

Danielle Milichichi - ñEnjoy life, donôt worry so much.  
Laugh and love.ò 

Larissa Hernandez - When I had my kids, he said, 
ñenjoy every second because they grow up fastò and he 
wasnôt lying. 

Sky Hinojosa - ñLook both ways before you cross the 
road.ò 

Shawanda Brown - ñDonôt ever give up, keep going.ò 

Swavette Wilson - ñLove the Lord.ò 

Kayla Gosnell - ñDouble check your work.ò  I really 
canôt move on without doing that, and it has really saved 
the day a few times. 

Cheryl Bell - ñDonôt go in the store, if you ainôt got no 
money!ò 

Laurie Benson - ñIôm praying for you to come and 
walk with Jesusò and I did after many, many years. 

Elizabeth Gomez - ñNo matter the battle, you will 
come out stronger.ò 

Toni Lee - ñThe ants in life are a nuisance, but they are 
protein nonetheless!ò 

Ann Nutt - ñNever mop the floor.  Always let your 
husband mop!ò 

Naomi Carter - ñMove to California for one year to 
finish high school.  Then if you want you could move 
back to New York.ò 

Shirley Owens - ñPeople will change on you but God 
will always be the same.ò 

Sheila Wilson - My dad advised me to stop smoking.  
Through prayer, I was able to stop.  Praise God! 

Teresa Gibson - ñItôs tough out there in the world, but 
you can always come back home.ò 
 

Continue on Page 6 

In honor of Fatherôs Day, whatôs the best 
advice you received from your dad? 



 

May Birthdays 
Continues... 

We are not able to take group pictures, so Iôm asking you to send me your 

picture for the birthday shout outs.  So all of the June birthday ladies, send 

me your picture for the July Cover Girls Newsletter. 

You can send it to: awiley1999@aol.com 

     Text (510) 459-8867 
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Donna Cooksley 

Teanika Thomas 

Cover Girls Unsung Heroes 

Sharon Todd 

 

Every month, the Cover Girls Newsletter honors a member who works in 
ministry not to be seen but because they love the work they do.  They are 
our Unsung Heroes.  This month, we celebrate Elder Shawn Dennis. 

Elder Dennis has been a member of GTI for 20 years this month.  Prior to 
joining this church, he was attending the Emmanual COGIC in San 
Francisco, which was his childhood church home.  He was looking for a 
new church and GTI was only about a 5 minute drive from his home.  He 
knew about GTI and Bishop Macklin and made the decision to join.   
Ironically, his parents started attending before he did and immediately 
joined the church 5 months before he did. 

Elder Shawn has been working with the Media Ministry since completing 
the New Members Orientation.  After going through the New Members 
class, he joined the Connect One Ministry, which assists members with 
connecting to an auxiliary or ministry in the church.  The one request of 
Connect One is that you stay with the ministry you join for  at least one 
year.  When he was asked what his interest were, he mentioned several 
things including audio and video even though he had no clue about the 
Media Ministry.  He came on a Sunday morning and was shown the sound 
system.  The next week, the person who was going to teach him was very 
sick, so he learned hands on the job and now has been working in this 
ministry for almost 20 years. 

Elder Shawn is also an ordained Elder.  This was not his choice.  In 2011, 
the Lord called him.  He stated, he absolutely did not want to be a 
preacher.  He had many demands to God and even said, ñthese are my 
conditions.ò  He said he was very arrogant and totally out of line.  But 
during the 2012 consecration, while praying and fasting, he could feel his 
prayers were bouncing back from heaven.  He immediately apologized to 
God and said, ñLord not my will but thy will be done!ò  He began 
studying Godôs Word and learning from the COGIC manual.  After 
serving as a minister for 4 years, Bishop recommended him for ordination. 

Elder Shawn met his wife, Sister Pamela Dennis at GTI.  He actually met 
her the year he joined the church.  His parents introduced them.  They said 
ñHiò and went their separate ways.  But during the consecration in 2007, 
he saw her this time through rose color glasses and decided to ask her out.  
They dated for a year and right before the 
consecration in 2008, he asked her to marry him.  
Itôs been almost 18 years.  Many of Elder Shawnôs 
life events happens during our annual consecration.  
To say the least, he never misses the annual 
consecration. 

Elder Shawn loves working in the Media Ministry 
and says, ñAnyone interested in working in this area 
should give it a try.  It is very rewarding and you 
would have a lot of fun doing it.ò 

Elder Shawn considers GTI his forever church 
home.  He said, ñThis is a welcoming church with 
great leadership.  Bishop Macklin is a very forward 
thinking leader with a heart for people.ò 

Mother Geraldine Eve 
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Chandra Winter - ñDonôt respect things, respect yourself.ò 
Cathy White - ñKeep your car waxed so the paint wonôt 
oxidize.ò  Did I listen, no! 
Sherri Washington - ñThatôs still your mother!ò 
Charlotte Hines - ñYou donôt know what may happen in life 
so NEVER be totally dependent on a man, always be able to 
take care of yourself if it should become necessary!ò 
Sunny Vaughn - ñManage your money!ò 
Bertha Harris - ñStay focus on education, boys will come 
later in life.ò 
Tiffaney Rideout - ñNo matter how many mistakes you 
make, learn from that mistake and use it as a stepping stone to 
be greater today than you were yesterday.ò 
Tina Chaney - ñWhy would somebody buy the cow if 
theyôre getting the milk for free?ò 
Evette Newton - ñBaby, talk to Jesus! And donôt put all of 
your eggs in one basket.ò 
Ruby Brown - ñYou have to do more than just drive your 
car.ò 
Teanika Thomas - ñGet your education because no one can 
take it away from you.ò 
Staci Palmer - ñAlways finish the race.ò 
Paula James - ñNever take being a parent for granted.ò 
Renea Wilson - ñHold your head up.ò 
Phyllis Roberson - ñDonôt forget to say your prayers before 
you go to bed.ò 
Kathy Hines - ñDonôt expect anyone to take care of you, take 
care of yourself.ò 
Theresa Willis - ñTune out the noise, keep your head up and 
keep going no matter what.ò 
Chelece Williams - ñDonôt be a DUMMY.ò 
Delanda Burgess - ñBe humble, finish school, and wear less 
makeup.  Men like natural beauty, and donôt buy a man gifts 
or give them money unless itôs your husband and he is good 
to you.ò 
Andrea Jackson - ñYou can do anything you set your mind 
to and always keep God first in your life.ò 
Yvette Glasgow - ñDonôt just read the Bible, study the 
Bible.ò 
Renita Sanders - ñDonôt use your credit card to fund a 
lifestyle your current income canôt support.  If you canôt 
afford to pay it off at the end of the month, it means you donôt 
need it. 
Rosemary McFadden - ñBaby donôt stop moving.ò 
Rosemary Omoregie - ñBe humble and salvation is 
personal.ò 
Sharon Burns - ñIt pays to read your Bible.ò 
Lady Vanessa Macklin - ñWake up lil Suzzie.ò 
 

Julyôs 64,000 Dollar Question 
If you had to describe God in one word, what 
word would you choose? 

Continue from Page 2 
 
I tell you, going through this has brought me into a closer 
relationship with God, into fellowship with His presence, into 
a friendship with my Father.  I stand with lifted hands.  I have 
a heart of gratitude, love, thanksgiving, and obedience.  
Worship is my life.  Praise is my story. 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Fatherôs Day 
Fatherhood is one of the greatest things that could 
ever happen.  There is even a special day, ñFather's 
Dayò.  It is not the only reason to celebrate dads, 
but it sure acts as a reminder.  You could probably 
list a bunch of reasons why  your own dad is the 
best in the game.  Whether it be his sincere prayers, 
grilling skills, dad jokes, or some more sentimental 
reasons, you love him and you want him to know 
that.  Perhaps you had a bonus dad, a grand dad, or 
that crazy uncle who was always there.  It's time to 
celebrate them. 

 

I had a special gift from God, I had a 2nd dad.  My 
great uncle stepped in and assumed the position of 
a father and raised me from the age of two.  What a 
wonderful childhood.  He taught me so many 
valuable lessons that I still stand on today making 
me the gifted woman I am.  I passed these lessons 
to my son and grandchildren. 

 

The Bible is full of scripture to lift up, exemplify, 
guide, and glorify a Father, a road map to 
Fatherhood from the mouth of God. 

¶ The just man walketh in his integrity: His 
children are blessed after him.  Proverbs 20:7 

¶ Train up a child in the way he should go: And 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 

¶ And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.  Ephesians 6:4 

 

Make this Father's Day special for the fatherôs in 
your life.  Show some kindness, a card, or a simple 
phone call.  My birth father was called home in 
2021.  I didn't get a chance to say goodbye, but I 
remember all the wonderful memories I shared 
with him on this day.  It is not a sad time, but a 
time to reflect on all the things he taught and 
instilled in me.  What a man, ,what a man. 

 

Make someone smile during this season and 
believe me, it will make you smile also.  
Remember the Lord's prayer for us, Matthew 6:9.  
Remember the greatest gift from our Heavenly 
Father, John 3:16. 

 

Mother's Day is filled with flowers, candy, and 
gifts.  Don't leave our father's out.  Lavish them 
with love and something special.  They deserve our 
gratitude, hugs, and showers of love and blessings 
as well. 

 

Written By:  Sister Vickki Savoy-Griffin 

6 Whatôs Happening 

Now 



  

MANOAHôS WIFE 

Written By: 

Missionary Sharon Burns 

 
MANOAHôS WIFE 

ñThe angel of the Lord answered, ñYour wife must 
do all that I have told her.ò 
Judges 13:13 NIV 

 
 

The story of the wife of Manoah is found in Judges Chapter 13 
when the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and 
were captives of the Philistines for forty years.  She lived a 
Godly life in the city of Zorah with her husband Manoah, and 
could not have children.  An angel gave a message that she 
would have a son, not to drink wine or strong drink, eat no 
unclean food, and never cut his hair because he will be a 
Nazarite dedicated to God from birth unto death.  
 
Manoahôs wife happily received the angelôs wonderful promise, 
tells her husband about it, and he prayed that the angel to return 
to teach them how to raise the boy.  Then they offer God a 
sacrifice, the angel ascended to heaven on the alter and Manoah 
fears they would die because they saw God.  
 
But Manoahôs wife remains calm, encourages her husband they 
would not die since the Lord gave them his promise. She follows 
the angelôs instructions, has the child, and named him Samson. 
 
This woman of the Bible models obedience without hesitation, 
encourages us to have faith over fear, believe what God 
promised, and most importantly, honor the will of our God the 
Father.  
 
Women of God, as we honor God, letôs also give recognition to 
all our fathers that they enjoy and have a ñHappy Fatherôs Dayò. 
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Near the Cross 
"Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross" 

 

Author:  Fanny J. Crosby 
Married Name:  Frances Jane Van Alstyne 
Birth:  March 20, 1840, SE, Putnam City, New York 
Death:  February 12, 1915, Bridgeport, Connecticut 
Occupation:  American mission worker, poet, lyricist, 
and composer 
Melody By: William Howard Doane 
Song Publish:  1869 
Based on:  Galatians 6:14 
Note of Interest:  Fanny became blind at the age of six 
weeks due to a maltreatment of her eyes during a spell 
of sickness.  She was a prolific hymnist, she wrote 
more than 8,000 hymns and gospel songs with more 
than 100 million copies printed.  She is also known for 
her teaching and rescue mission work. 
 

LYRICS 
 

Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
There a precious fountain; 
Free to all, a healing stream, 
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain.  

 

Refrain 
In the cross, in the cross 
Be my glory ever, 

Till my ransomed soul shall find 
Rest beyond the river. 

 

Vs 2 
Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
Love and mercy found me; 

There the Bright and Morning Star 
Shed His beams around me.  

 

Refrain 
 

Vs 3 
Near the cross!  O lamb of God, 
Bring its scenes before me; 
Help me walk from day to day 
With its shadow o'er me. 

 

Refrain 
 

Vs 4 
Near the cross!  I'll watch and wait, 

Hoping, trusting ever; 
Till I reach the golden strand, 
Just beyond the river. 

 

Chosen and sung by: 
Missionary Gail Webb-Goodwin 

Song of the Month 



 

 8 May Birthday Brunch 



 

 9 Great Fun - Great Fellowship 


